
CANDLELIGHT MEMORIAL  

 

BACKGROUND 

Durban University of Technology is one of the higher education institutions, which has 

taken an initiative to fight against HIV/AIDS pandemic through prevention program, 

addressing gender based violence, and support and care interventions. In 2018, DUT 

commemorates International Candlelight Memorial differently. The theme for 2018’s 

Candlelight Memorial “Reflecting on our past, preparing for the Future” The theme requires 

a reflection on what has been done and what more needs to be done to accelerate 

prevention of HIV, TB and STIs. 

OBJECTIVES 

 To provide a platform for students to reflect on the progress made in HIV 

prevention within the higher education over the last 5 years 

 To identify gaps in terms of HIV Prevention program within the institutions of higher 

learning 

 To destigmatize, educate and encourage student  community to care and support 

infected and affected students 

 To encourage partnerships amongst the departments of DUT to fight against 

HIV/AIDS  

 

TARGET AUDIENCE 

The primary target audience is DUT students (male and female)-Midlands Campuses. 

Representatives from HEAIDS, the academic community, department of Health, 

Department of Social Development and civil society engaged in youth issues will be invited 

to participate in the dialogue.  

 

 

Format  

  

Through an innovative panel discussion and informal dialogue format, students will have an 

opportunity to voice their needs and concerns, and exchange their views and ideas with 

multiple stakeholders, including government officials, civil society organizations, academics 

and other relevant actors.      

The informal dialogue sessions will allow for a free flow of interaction among the 

representatives of various stakeholders. There will be a larger audience who will be free to 

enter the dialogue any time with their contributions.  



The dialogues will be spearheaded by an experienced Facilitator who will engage the 

audience in an interactive discussion. Recommended actions for each dialogue sessions will 

be presented in the plenary.    

Themes of dialogue sessions  

 Dialogue session one could focus on “Progress made in addressing HIV 

infection in higher education”.  This session will focus on what has been 

achieved in addressing HIV amongst the student population which has been 

highlighted as the most vulnerable groups. This will also look at interventions that 

are all inclusive meaning addressing different population groups which are 

considered vulnerable to HIV infection. 

 Dialogue session two could focus on “Gaps identified in HIV prevention”. The 

session will reflect on what needs to be done looking at policies, strategies and 

programmes addressing the structural factors fueling the spread of HIV.  

 Role of institutions of higher learning in destigmatizing and educating 

about HIV. “The only purpose of education is to teach a student how to live his life-by 

developing his mind and equipping him to deal with reality. The training he needs is 

theoretical, i.e., conceptual. He has to be taught to think, to understand, to integrate, to 

prove. He has tobe taught the essentials of the knowledge discovered in the past-andhe 

has to be equipped to acquire further knowledge by his owneffort.” ~Ayn Rand.  

 To what extent are the universities able to create a students that able to think, 

understand, integrate and be able to make sense of the world and change it?  

 

Linking academic departments and support structures in fighting HIV infections. 

In this session good practices on strategic partnerships will be shared and how these can be 

enhances for benefit of student population. 

 


