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ADMISSION CONCEPT NOTE TEMPLATE
Name of student:





Student no:


(where applicable).

Degree:






Programme:
RESEARCH TITLE:
• May not be longer than 15 words.

• Must succinctly define the problem to be investigated – i.e. the reader should be able to identify the key theme of the intended study.

• Should be as concrete and specific as possible.  For example, include the location or the time period of the study, if relevant.
RESEARCH FOCUS AREA:
RESEARCH BACKGROUND (approximately 300 words):

• Provide a concise review of the existing research and issues in the intended research area  - explain what is already known about your specific topic, and highlight what the gaps are.

• Include references
RESEARCH PROBLEM (approximately 200 words):

Provide a short summary of the research problem – i.e. what is it that you are wanting to find out? This may be phrased in the form of an overall research objective which explains WHAT is to be researched and WHY.

AIMS & OBJECTIVES (What do you want to achieve? Provide anticipated measurable results and outcomes):

RESEARCH QUESTION: (Provide evidence that work will be performed at the appropriate academic level)

• Break down the overall objective/aim of the study into three or four specific questions to be answered.

• The questions should display, in a logical order, all the sub-parts of the research topic.

• The questions should be answerable using the research methodology and data that are to be employed.
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK (approximately 100 words - Hypotheses or theoretical framework guiding the research?):
JUSTIFICATION / CONTRIBUTION OF THE STUDY (why is this study necessary? Reason for choosing this topic.  Why is it important to society?  To your discipline? To you? What might its implication/value be?)
PROPOSED METHODOLOGY TO BE FOLLOWED   
How will you do the study? (Which design; method; tool will you use? For example,

quantitative survey questionnaire; qualitative focus groups or interviews; qualitative 

documentary content analysis, etc.) 

LIST OF REFERENCES (USING THE DUT HARVARD REFERENCING METHOD)

Include a list of references used in preparation of the concept note (a minimum of 20 references is required).
PROPOSED PLAN OF THE RESEARCH
(Proposed work schedule and envisaged target dates)

	Activity
	Start date
	End date

	1. Research proposal (Pg2a)
	
	

	2. Literature review
	
	

	3. Research methodology
	
	

	4. Data collection
	
	

	5. Data analysis
	
	

	6. Findings and recommendations
	
	

	7. Proof reading
 and editing
	
	

	8. Final submission
	
	


PROPOSED SUPERVISOR: 
_________________________
(subject to availability of the supervisor)
SIGNATURE:
______________________________


DATE: ______________________________
GUIDELINES FOR WRITNG THE CONCEPT NOTE:

i. A concept note is a concise outline of your intended research project, and serves as a precursor to a more detailed research proposal. 

ii. Please prepare your concept note according to the guidelines in each section. Note that the structure of your final proposal and thesis need not follow the exact layout specified below, but the concept note should contain the information pertinent to each section. 

iii. A concept note should be approximately:

•
3-5 pages for a Masters dissertation

•
5-8 pages for a PhD thesis

iv. Please use Arial font size 12, 1.5 line spacing and include a reference list.

v. Include a Table of literature/sources read in support of study (aim for 30 or 50 sources, M or D respectively) 

	Authors and year of publication
	Problem researched
	Methodology
	Main finding
	Avenues for future research

	
	
	
	
	


