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A
nother year has come and gone, therefore, 
it is important that we take this time to 
reflect on the outgoing year. For many 
people, 2022 was a good year but it 
must not be lost on us that others faced 
challenges. I always say that it is important 

to reflect because I believe that reflecting helps one to be 
fully thankful of all that they have achieved or overcome. 
So, I hope that in your busy and sometimes overwhelming 
lives, you pause for a little while to reflect, be thankful, and 
recharge.  

While Christmas is supposed to be a time of great happiness 
and cheer, for many who have lost loved ones or are faced 
with different challenges, it can be a particularly poignant 
time. While it might not seem like things will get better, we 
must always remind ourselves that there is always light at 
the end of the tunnel. As cliché as that sounds, I have always 
faced life’s challenges with a sense of optimism sure in the 
knowledge that  ‘whatever I am going through will pass.

The much loved 1868 Christmas carol, “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem” goes something like, “in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light.” Our belief in the power of this light 
should always give us faith that in the midst of darkness, light 
will prevail.

This is a big issue, many things happened in this term. The 
Faculty hosted its annual Arts and Design Digital Festival 
which will be celebrating a decade in 2023. Among the many 
activities that took place was the annual Emma Smith Art 
Scholarship Award which was won by Mthokozisi Xulu. I 
hope that as you read through this issue you are inspired 
and proud of all the work done by the Arts Faculty. 

With all my heart, I wish each of you a peaceful Christmas, 
filled with happiness and everlasting light. 
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2022 saw the awarding of the Honourary 
Doctorate in Visual and Performing Arts to 
acting legend, Dr Thembi Mtshali-Jones, a feat 
mentioned in parliament by the Speaker of the 
Assembly. She graciously delivered a key-note 
address at this year’s Arts Research Kaleidoscope 
(ARK) / Digifest festival. The 2021 DigiFest itself 
garnered the Vice-Chancellor’s Award in the 
category Creative, awarded to an initiative that 
contributes to building a culture of divergent 
thinking, innovation and entrepreneurship.

Institutional research Awards received by our 
colleagues include: Top Supervisors in the Faculty for 
number of Masters and Doctoral graduates supervised: 
Dr Tabitha Mukeredzi (Platinum Category).  
Prof Julia Preece (Gold Category). 

The Creative Research Output of the Year award 
went to Dr Dianna Moodley, Mr Niresh Singh and 
Mr Robin Gengan for Asikhule Sonke - Grow as One: 
Advancing social integration and harmony through 
transdisciplinary 360’ virtual immersion. 

FoAD's 
Executive Dean, 
Professor 
Runette Kruger 
reflects on 2022
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The Language Practice programme in the 
Department of Media, Language and Communication, 
has contributed towards the Carbon Literacy for 
Youth Employability and Job Creation (CL4YEJC), 
which entailed translating and contextualising the 
Carbon Literacy Toolkit in a localised context. 2023 
will see the Faculty engaging with this initiative on 
a broader scale. 

The Department of Fashion and Textiles hosted 
the regional leg of the international WorldSkills 
Competition in the Category of Fashion Technology 
(clothing), with third year Fashion and Textiles 
student Thulubheke Ncanana going on to win the 
Gold Medal at the WorldSkills Africa Competition 
held at Swakopmund, Namibia. Jewellery Design 
lecturer Samantha Vincent, from the Department 
of Fine Art and Jewellery Design, was awarded 
first prize in the 2022 PlatAfrica Jewellery Design 
Competition. Her intricate design comprising 
beads and platinum links outshone 184 designs 
across South Africa in the Professional and Student 
Categories. Student successes include First Prize 
awarded to Fashion Design student Ismael Mchunu 
in the Hollywoodbets Durban July Young Designer 
Competition.

Three other second year Fashion Design students 
namely Sinqobile Nzama, Thandeka Madikizela and 
Tumelo Masango, were also finalists in the awards. 
Fine Art graduate Siphesihle Ntsungwana caught 
the attention of International Rap Star Drake 
for his painted portrait of the artist, and Graphic 
Design graduate Ceara Wallace represented South 
Africa in the international Final of the World Skills 
2022 competition, in the category Graphic Design 
Technology. She won 17th place among the global 
finalists.

Video Technology student Nasiphi Debe, who 
won the Emma Smith Scholarship in 2021 for 
her documentary on 1st generation student 
experiences at DUT, secured funding from the 
KZN Film Commission to broaden the theme of 
her work to several universities across the country. 
Faculty wide highlights include the long-awaited 
opening of our satellite gallery on City Campus. 
Planning toward establishing the new arts building 
on Ritson Campus accelerated this year. The New 
Building will deepen cohesion, cross-disciplinarity, 
innovation, industry liaison, incubation and 
excellence across the creative and communication 
departments in the Faculty. Our Animation short 
course was launched and is envisaged to become 
a full-fledged qualification, contributing towards 
situating Durban as a national animation industry 
hub alongside Johannesburg and Cape Town. 

Our inhouse publication, Softcopy Magazine won 
an award at the Marketing, Advancement and 
Communication in Education (MACE) Excellence 
Awards, under the Digital: Internal Magazines and 
Newsletters category. Softcopy is instrumental in 
making this and other achievements known to the 
DUT community and the world. 

In 2022, the Faculty graduated a total of fourteen 
doctoral candidates, with four PhDs in Visual and 
Performing Arts and 10 Doctor of Education 
graduates. We are immensely proud of them 
and have high expectations for their respective 
contributions to their industries and communities. 
The year also saw its fair share of challenges and 
setbacks, but I am confident that 2023 will continue 
to be inspiring, fruitful and rewarding for our 
students, staff, graduates and communities.  

After being at the helm of the Faculty of Arts and Design (FoAD) for a full year, Professor Runette Kruger 
reflects on some of the strides the Faculty made in 2022. Speaking at the FoAD Research Awards ceremony 
held at the Durban University of Technology (DUT) Hotel School, Ritson Campus, Prof Kruger reflected on the 
following achievements:
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J
ewellery Design lecturer Samantha Vincent 
was named as one of the winners at the 
23rd annual esteemed PlatAfrica jewellery 
design and manufacturing competition. 
The announcement was made during a 

gala awards ceremony held at The Wanderers Club 
in Johannesburg.The event is hosted annually by 
Anglo American Platinum, Metal Concentrators and 
Platinum Guild International (PGI) India. Designers 
were tasked with creating state-of-the-art pieces 
that embrace sustainability while speaking to new 
perspectives, interconnectedness, and transitions 
brought about by their COVID-19 experiences.

She professed that she thoroughly enjoys her 
work with the students and in the jewellery design 
programme.“As a jeweller my area of focus is 
narrative contemporary jewellery which is more 
creative and innovative opposed to commercial 
jewellery. In recent years the jewellery I have 
created conceptualises personal and social issues, 
using beading as the predominate medium,” said 
Vincent. She spoke of her inspiration for her design 
piece saying that her interpretation of the design 
theme ‘Hope’, centred on the idea that hope can be 
‘gathered’ from the past, present and future, a vital 
concept that ensures meaning in one’s daily lives.

Vincent, a jewellery design and manufacture lecturer 
in the Department of Fine Art and Jewellery Design; 
was named the overall winner in the Professional 
category for her traditions-inspired adornment, 
‘Gathered’, a neckpiece of beads and platinum. 
“It was a great honour to be awarded the overall 
winner in the Professional category for the 2022 
PlatAfrica competition held by AngloAmerican, I felt 
quite overwhelmed but delighted,” she said.  She 
explained that the PlatAfrica competition is held 
yearly, and the Jewellery Design programme always 
tries to include it as a project for the third years or 
postgraduate students to participate in it; having had 
multiple student winners in the past.

“As we look for places of hope we find connections to 
family, friends and ultimately the world. Connections 
come through communication and commonalities. I 
was inspired by adornment traditions of the pasts 
and looked for connections I could make to the 
future. As a result, my design focuses on the use of 
traditional beading, which has a rich cultural history 
in South Africa,” she commented.Vincent further 
added that each bead that has been meticulously 
stitched, connected and ‘gathered’ together is 
a perfect vehicle for interconnection, while the 
pattern, materials and colour scheme elevate and 
connect the work to the present and future.

WAHEEDA PETERS

Vincent crowned overall winner in the professional category at the 
PlatAfrica Jewellery Design and Manufacturing Competition
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Jewellery Design lecturer, Samantha 
Vincent. Photo Supplied. 
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 “The black, gold, white and sparkling metallic colour 
of platinum add sophistication and regal-ness to the 
piece. The beaded pattern showcases platinum as the 
dominant element using shape and repetition. The 
pattern used in the design makes reference to the 
complex connection-patterns found on a 
PC-motherboard.

The neckpiece was created using individual 
hand-made platinum beads, Japanese seed beads 
and a hand-woven brick-stich beading technique,” 
she said.Vincent indicated that it is important for 
lecturers and students to participate in competitions 
such as PlatAfrica as it is a rare opportunity to work 
in platinum.“The metal is sponsored by Metcon and 
without this support very few students or jewellers 
would be able to experience platinum due to its high 
cost. As a lecturer participation in such competitions 
is part of professional development,” she added.

Her prize includes travelling to India to participate 
in a workshop with PGI India (Platinum Group 
International).“My goals are to continue to participate 
in exhibitions and competitions as they arise. 

Currently I am focused on making work for a 
Contemporary Jewellery exhibition in Munich. I will 
definitely be encouraging, students to participate in 
the 2023 PlatAfrica competition,” she stressed.

Professor Runette Kruger, Executive Dean: Faculty 
of Arts and Design, expressed her jubilation upon 
hearing of Vincent’s win. 

“The Faculty of Arts and Design is very proud of our 
Jewellery Design lecturer Samantha Vincent upon 
being awarded overall first prize in the Professional 
Category of the PlatAfrica22 competition. Working 
with platinum is very difficult as it is a tough metal 
that melts at a much higher temperature than gold 
or silver. Samantha’s skill and talent are evident in 
the intricate and detailed design of her necklace. As a 
Dean I am very pleased that a lecturer of such calibre 
is able to share her skills with our students,” she said.

Vincent’s winning neckpiece. 
Photo Supplied.  
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‘The Magician’s Touch’ tells the story of Lelona- a 
singer who talks to a serial killer magician that preys 
on women on online dating sites. 
The film was screened at Gateway’s Ster-Kinekor 
theatre on the 22nd of October 2022 in front of 
an audience of filmmakers, and the students’ friends 
and families. 
First year student, who was part of the production 
team, Kwezi Sokhela said: “It feels surreal to me, 
especially because I was doing it for fun and to have 
an experience of working on projects that are not 
from school. Although I knew there were awards 
I wasn’t expecting to win any of them especially 
because there were also big companies with big 
budgets forming part of competitors.”
Second year student, Lunganga who learnt to 
keep things calm under pressure during filming, 
commented: “I am feeling great, as it is my first 
award. I feel motivated to do more for next year.”  
Video Technology lecturer, Lance Lutge who was at 
the forefront of assisting students secure funding 
and equipment for the project said his department 
always does its very best to bring opportunities like 
the 48HFP to students and it supports students who 
enter these competitions.  
“We are so pleased with all our students who entered 
this tough competition, against tough competitors, 
and the films they were able to conceptualize, script, 
film, and edit in the very short space of only 48 
hours. This is a massive achievement on its own. It is 
a cherry on top for our department and we are very 
proud of their achievement.” said Lutge.   

‘The Magician’s Touch’- a film by a group of students 
from the Durban University of Technology’s (DUT) 
Video Technology Department who call themselves 
the ‘DUT Skywalkers’ won Best Musical Score at 
the Durban leg of the international 48 Hour Film 
Project (48HFP) hosted by benchfilms. 

The ‘DUT Skywalkers’ made up of Owethu 
Khanyi, Keyanna Kyd, Nomvuzo Ngcobo, Chiko 
Mujeni, Samkelo Mndawe, Cebo Ncube, Kwezi 
Sokhela, Sphesihle Sokhela, Joie Kombou and 
Joel Lunganga had to make a movie - write, 
shoot, and edit - in just 48 hours.  The students 
were assigned the thriller or suspense genre. 
Their prop was Any Dessert and their line of 
dialogue was “remember the last time you said 
that.”

The DUT Skywalkers- The team behind 
the award-winning film, ‘The Magician’s 

Touch.’ Photo Supplied. 

Awards
Honours&

Video Technology students 
win Best Musical Score 
award for "The Magician's 
Touch" film at the 48 Hour 
Film Project
PRETTY SHEZI
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Lastly, the garment had to show innovative pattern 
construction and be fashion forward.  

Lesenyeho from Matatiele in the northern part 
of the Eastern Cape Province couldn’t contain her 
excitement, noting: “I’m excited at the same time I 
still can’t believe that I won. I wasn’t expecting it, but 
I believed anyone who would have won deserved 
it because we all worked hard as designers, so I’m 
happy about it.” 
She was inspired by textiles and how fabric can 
be manipulated to create textiles. The 22-year-old 
did face challenges during the creation process of 
her winning garment. “There was a point where 
I wanted to change my design because it was not 
coming out how it was supposed to. After winning 
the competition I learned that I can do anything that 
I want and that good things take time.”
The designs submitted by the students were judged 
on design originality, a strong design language, 
creativity, innovation, practical application of 
sustainable principles, style and fit and designing a 
dress according to the brief.

Durban University of Technology’s (DUT) Ntsoaki 
Lesenyeho from the Fashion and Textiles department 
is flying the DUT flag high. Lesenyeho won first place 
in the 2022 South African Fashion Week (SAFW) 
Student Competition held at Mall of Africa on 4 
December 2022.
 
Aside from receiving R5 000 cash to develop her 
first collection, the budding designer enjoyed an 
unprecedented spotlight on all SAFW media channels 
as well as entry to all the shows at the SAFW Spring 
Summer collections. 

The SAFW Student Competition is only opened to 
final year fashion design students studying at any of 
the fashion colleges or universities in South Africa. 
The 2022 brief challenged the students to design 
a standard size 34 dress with no colour- white on 
white, that is wearable, marketable and sellable using 
calico or cotton. The dress also had to be for morning, 
afternoon and night with high design. The innovative 
design also had to feature a well thought out collar, 
sleeve, pocket, cuff or detail. 

Lesenyeho’s winning 
fashion forward design. 

Photo Supplied.

Ntsoaki Leseneho. 
Photo Supplied. 

PRETTY SHEZI

Fashion and Textiles' Ntsoaki Lesenyeho wins 2022 SA Fashion Week 
Student Competition
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Journalism student, Dhashen Sevenundan was one of 
the nine Durban University of Technology students 
who were awarded by the Embassy of the People’s 
Republic of China in South Africa for submitting 
outstanding essays in the South African University 
Essay Competition themed: Xi Jinping’s Thought 
Through South African Students’ Eyes. 

Sevenundan won first prize for his essay titled, ‘World 
Peace Is China’s Fortress,’ at the ceremony held in 
Tshwane (Pretoria) on Saturday, 12 November 2022.
He and the other DUT winners were part of a group 
that comprised of 59 students from six South African 
universities, who were acknowledged for their 
excellent writing. The six participating universities 
were, Durban University of Technology (DUT), 
University of Johannesburg (UJ), University of Cape 
Town (UCT), Stellenbosch University (SU), Rhodes 
University (RU) and the University of Western Cape 
(UWC). Sevenundan never anticipated he would win 
first place considering the number of participants 
that had also entered the competition. 

“It was a surreal moment standing on stage and 
receiving that award from Frank Lin Wu as a queer 
student. At that moment I had felt extremely proud 
of living up to my beliefs and passions, knowing that 
it is a tool I could use to change my life and the lives 
of others. Which is the reason why I suppose I cried 
after he handed me the award certificate and gift bag. 
It was a fresh experience socializing with students 
of different race, age, culture and sexuality at the 
awards ceremony,” he said. Also, earlier in November, 
Sevenundan took second place in the DUT Writing 
Centre, Creative Writing Competition for his essay. 

Explaining more about his writing, he said: “I had based 
my essay on the idea of peace and harmony between 
South Africa and China. China’s aim of bringing 
positive changes to the world - hence I had titled 
my writing piece “World Peace is China’s Fortress” 
as a symbolism of meaning whereby China’s home 
is place where peace can be found. I also included 
a famous manderin proverb “Dú mù bùchéng lín, 
danxián bùchéng yin” which explains that a single 
tree does not make a forest and a single string does 
not produce music. Alternatively meaning, change is 
made when working together.” 

Mr Frank Lin Wu, 
Co-Director of the Confucius 

Institute at DUT with 
Dhashen Sevenundan. 

Photo Supplied. 

"It was a 
surreal moment 
standing on stage and 
receiving that award 
from Frank Lin Wu as 
a queer student."
-DHASHEN SEVENUNDAN

PRETTY SHEZI AND SIMANGELE ZUMA

Journalism's Dhashen Sevenundan wins first place in South African 
University Essay Competition hosted by Chinese Embassy 
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The Faculty of Arts and Design’s (FoAD) poster titled 
‘Building Evidence based cultures in the faculty – 
Disrupting Gazes & Practices’ scooped two prizes at 
the 2022 DUT Data Day held as a hybrid event at 
Coastlands on the Ridge.

The brief for the posters was to showcase evidence-
informed faculty efforts to improve student 
success and the student lived experience aligned 
to ENVISION2030. FoAD’s poster won in two 
categories, Most Creative and Most Informative which 
were voted for by the audience both online and at the

venue FoAD’s Academic Development Practitioner, 
Roshnee Sunder, explained that the faculty’s academic 
support team works with available data, disaggregating 
and contextualising where possible, to identify poor 
performing programmes, modules, lecturers and 
students, and engages with the relevant programmes 
to explore further and strategize interventions to 
enhance student success. Through these deliberate 
and collaborative activities, the faculty nurtures 
and builds evidence-based cultures and data driven 
practices that inform and transform/disrupt the status 
quo. 

POSTER VOTED MOST CREATIVE AND MOST INFORMATIVE AT 
2022 DUT DATA DAY

FACULTY OF

Arts & Design
Softcopy Reporter

(L-R) Prof Runette Kruger, Roshnee Sunder,  Dr 
Nokuthula Mavela, Nozuko Princess Mbutho and 

Andrea Alcock. Photo by DUT Multimedia.  
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-Revisit the marketing, recruitment & retention 
 strategies & operations.

-Revisit the curriculum to address bottlenecks  
 and realistic expectations, including embedding 
 the DUT Strategic Initiatives.

-Re-evaluate the role of the tutor. 

The 2022 DUT Data Day programme included 
two parts aligned to the Data Day theme, namely 
Knowing, Doing, Impacting and Transforming and 
commenced with a poster presentation by faculty 
Academic Development Practitioners (ADPs) and 
Quality Promotion Officers (QPOs). The second part 
of the programme was a panel discussion with the 
Executive Deans and representatives to share their 
thoughts on how the faculties are leveraging data to 
meet their goals for ENVISION2030. This session was 
facilitated by International Education & Partnership’s 
(IEP) Director, Dr Lavern Samuels.

For the purpose of DUT Data Day 2022, how these 
practices unfold in the faculty is showcased through 
one of the programmes whose performance has been 
showing ‘slippage’ over the last few years. Evidenced 
based practices provide opportunities for turning the 
‘not-so-good’ stories into great ones.

For the purpose of DUT Data Day 2022, how these 
practices unfold in the faculty is showcased through 
one of the programmes whose performance has 
been showing ‘slippage’ over the last few years. 
Evidenced based practices provide opportunities 
for turning the ‘not-so-good’ stories into great ones. 
To quote Vincent Tinto (2008), “access without 
support is not opportunity”. The critical question is 
how are we providing access with holistic support 
– both epistemic and ontological – to our students 
in their journeys of becoming? Some of the many 
interventions that the team are considering include:

-‘Subject’ coordination will replace level coordination    
  to improve scaffolding across modules.

-More regular staff meetings and team building  
 activities to dismantle silos & build collegiality.

"access 
without 
support is not 
opportunity".
Vincent Tinto (2008)
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Durban University of Technology’s Robin Gengan a 
PhD student in Visual and Performing Arts received 
the 2nd Best Paper Runner Up Award at the BRICS 
Postgraduate Forum which took place at the 
University of Campinas in Brazil from 26th to 27th 
September 2022. 

The two-day hybrid event saw postgraduate students 
from Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa share 
their research papers with leading experts in the 
field of academic research. The students also received 
guidance on how to improve their work and feedback 
from the BRICS senior scholars who attended the 
forum.

Gengan said was thrilled and excited to receive the 
award: “It has motivated my drive towards creative 
outputs in research that will be commercially 
profitable to sustain future research, add value to local 
communities and set foundational platforms for future 
researches.”

His  presentation was titled:   Innovative   entrepreneurship 
through creative outputs for emerging filmmakers 
in South Africa: A conceptual framework. “The 
paper describes emerging film creative leadership in 
terms of an Entrepreneurial Conceptual Framework 
that includes a functional relationship equation.

The conceptual framework explores the relationship 
between the four key dimensions (soft skills, 
innovation, film project management, and iterative 
content generation) and the four key competencies 
(high-quality content, influence, education, and 
entertainment) and their ultimate effect on 
entrepreneurial creative leadership in the filmmaking 
landscape. 

The functional relationship equation identifies four 
key characteristics (vision, collaboration, adaptability, 
and emotional intelligence) that distinguish a creative 
leader in the film industry from other forms of 
leadership. 

Both the conceptual framework and the functional 
relationship equation set innovative and structural 
foundations and form creative outputs for artists, 
emerging filmmakers, local independent film 
productions, and future academic arts studies,” he 
explained. 

Passing her congratulatory message to Gengan on his 
sterling achievement, Acting Deputy Vice-Chancellor: 
Research, Innovation and Engagement at DUT, Prof 
Motaung said: “Well done Robin. I am so proud of 
you.”    

Awards
Honours&

PRETTY SHEZI AND SIMANGELE ZUMA

Visual and Performing Arts student Robin Gengan 
received 2nd Runner Up Award at BRICS Postgradu-

ate Research Forum
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"It has motivated 
my drive towards 

creative outputs in 
research that will be 

commercially profitable 
to sustain futurere 

search,add value to 
local communities 

and set foundational 
platforms for future 

researches"
Visual and Performing Arts PhD student, 

Robin Gengan. Photo Supplied. 
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T
he Interior Design Programme hosted its 
first in-person year-end Exhibition and 
Student Recognition Awards Ceremony 
since the start of the Coronavirus pandemic 

in 2020. The event saw Diploma students in third year 
and Advanced Diploma students receive awards for 
academic excellence. It was hosted at the Durban 
University of Technology’s Interior Design Exhibition 
Room on City Campus recently. 

Awards categories included Top Design Student and 
Top Theory Student, for achieving the highest marks in 
each, respectively; Outstanding Portfolio for presenting 
the best design portfolio and; Rising Star for showing 
the most progress throughout the year.

Class representatives also received appreciation for 
their service and for being a link between the lecturers 
and peers.  Speaking at the ceremony, Interior Design’s 
Programme Coordinator, Sonali Chetty thanked 
attendees for supporting the exhibition and awards. 

Chetty also thanked her colleagues from the 
programme, including the Programme Secretary, 
Senele Nhlumayo, whom she described as a 
tremendous help. Winner of the Top Design Student 
Award and Outstanding Portfolio Award in third year, 
Lorraine Mangira, couldn’t contain her excitement 
and said she was proud of herself. “The end goal kept 
me motivated. I’ve always had this mentality of doing 
better than I did last time, improving where I failed 

Awards
Honours&

PRETTY SHEZI

Interior Design 
awards top 
performing 
students

Interior Design awards top 
performing students
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and being an example for my sisters. I want them to 
know that through hard work anything is possible 
and to never give up on your passion,” she said.  

The Rising Star Award in third year went to 
Nomfanelo Xulu; while the Top Design Student 
Award and Outstanding Portfolio Award in Advanced 
Diploma went to Bongiwe Khumalo. 

Khumalo who hails from Johannesburg said: “It was 
exciting and overwhelming at the same time. I was 
glad that my effort and dedication paid off. I love 
stretching my limits, advancing myself and to tap into 
my utmost potential with everything I do.”

Advanced Diploma students, Keira Judd-Stevens and 
Wandile Ndlovu were announced as winners of the 
Top Theory Award in Advanced Diploma. The duo, 
both aged 22, achieved the highest marks for theory 
resulting in a tie. 

Judd-Stevens said: “I’m so excited to have my name 
on something for future interior designers passing 
through DUT to see. It’s an honor and I hope it will 
inspire them to work just as hard.” Ndlovu said: “I 
was shocked, but it made me happy and also proud of 
myself. My hard work paid off and made my parents 
proud. I will show my award to my grandfather who 
is my inspiration to my whole project.”

Interior Design lecturer, Michelle Reynolds explained 
which work the students were awarded for and said: 
“Each respective year a group will exhibit their final 
year portfolio of work, with an emphasis on the 
modules completed in the second semester and they 
will be marked ahead of the exhibition by respective 
examiners and external moderators. We love to 
reward hard work. To applaud our students as they 
summit their respective qualifications and to sincerely 
thank their families for standing beside them.” 

List of Awardees:
Third Year Student Awards:
Top Design Student: Lorraine Mangira
Rising Star Award: Nomfanelo Xulu
Outstanding Portfolio: Lorraine Mangira
Advanced Diploma Student Awards:
Top Design Student: Bongiwe Khumalo
Top Theory Student: Keira Judd-Stevens & Wandile 
Ndlovu
Outstanding Portfolio: Bongiwe Khumalo
Class Representatives: Swelihle Miya (First), 
Mbulelo Nala (Second), Lorraine Mangira (Third), 
Nomfundo Mtshali (Advanced Diploma), Vusi Dlamini 
(Postgraduate Diploma).  

Interior Design awardees. Top (L-R): Nomfanelo Xulu, 
Lorraine Mangira. Bottom: Keira Judd-Stevens, Wandile 

Ndlovu, Bongiwe Khumalo. 
Photo by Zuri Photography. 
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The Faculty of Arts and Design’s Drama & Production 
Studies Department hosted its annual student 
achievement awards ceremony for 2022 recently 
. Lecturer in the Drama and Performance Studies 
Programme at the University of KwaZulu-Natal and 
Artistic Director of Flatfoot Dance Company, Lliane 
Loots was the guest speaker at the glitzy awards 
themed, ‘Hollywood’. 

A total of 42 awards were handed out to students, 
including book prizes and certificates. The 2022 also 
saw the introduction of two new categories, the 
Sphesihle Duma Award won by Qiniso Makhoba and 
the Debbie Lutge Award which went to Siyabonga 
Ntinga.

The Sphesihle Duma Award was created in memory 
of its namesake, the late Siphesihle Duma who was 
a third-year Drama student and was murdered in 
March 2022; while the Debbie Lutge Award honours 
the legacy of Drama’s former Head of Department, 
Professor Debbie Lutge who retired in 2021 after 
heading the department for more than 30 years.

Explaining the importance of the awards, Drama’s Dr 
Pamela Tancsik said: “The awards are based on their 
[students] marks. Drama students look up to movie 
and theatre stars, they have a lot of adoration for 
glamour, photographs and awards just like in the real 
world of entertainment with Golden Globes, Oscar 
winners and other awards.

Drama students look up to Movie 
and Theatre stars, they have a lot of 

adoration for glamour, photographs 
and awards
Dr Pamela Tancsik

to honour slain student Sphesihle Duma and 
retired HoD Professor Debbie Lutge

Drama & Production studies department

creates two new awards

PRETTY SHEZI

Previous HoD Prof Debbie Lutge with Siyabonga 
Ntinga winner of the Debbie Lutge Award. 

Photo Supplied. 

Drama and Production Studies’ Dr Pamela Tancsik 
(left) celebrates with third-year Drama students. 

Photo Supplied.

 20 | SOFTCOPY



The talk and interest around our awards among 
students were huge. For the first time we had to give 
awards for both semesters, before the programme 
was only annually which adds up to the big number 
of awards given. This is the last opportunity where 
outgoing students and staff come together in a 
relaxing, celebrative manner and just enjoy themselves. 
I believe if we had to cut the awards because of the 
costs, students would be very disappointed.” 

Commenting on winning the Sphesihle Duma Award, 
22-year-old Qiniso Makhoba said she was honoured 
to receive the award which is voted for by 3rd year 
students. “It warms my heart that all that kindness 
was recognized because I did everything from the 
goodness of my heart. I’m a helper by nature, just like 
my mother. I appreciate this award very much and I’m 
sure Sphesihle Duma is proud, may her soul rest in 
peace,” she said. 

Siyabonga Ntinga who won the Debbie Lutge Award 
said he was heartbroken when Prof Lutge retired 
but was honoured to receive an award named in 
her honour.  “The award is won by someone driven, 
hardworking and who has been exemplary in their 
department engagement across the year. With that 
being said I’m blessed,” said the 21-year-old from 
Hammarsdale Township. 

"It warms my heart
that all that kindness 
was recognized 
because I did 
everything from the 
goodness of my 
heart."
Qiniso Makhoba

Sbongakonke Xaba winner 
of the Best Female Performer. 
Photo Supplied. 
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P
ragasen Reddy, the Durban University of 
Technology’s (DUT’s) Arts and Design Faculty 
Officer, has been nominated to serve on the 
prestigious board of directors of the Association 

of Academic Administrators (AAA) Forum which 
was recently held at the East London International 
Convention Centre in East London.

Reddy who recently completed 30 years working 
at DUT said he was “totally ecstatic” about his 
appointment. “To be recognised by my fellow peers 
at the recent AGM of the Association of Academic 
Administrators (AAA) who can relate and value my 
contribution and experiences to Higher Education 
via the various platforms,” he said.  

The Association of Academic Administrators (AAA) 
is a nationally and globally recognised professional 
body of academic administrators that continues 
to promote and sustain professional standards in 
the field of academic and student administration 
at institutions of higher learning. The mission of 
the AAA is to add valuable contributions towards 
continuous improvement and development in the 
academic and student administration function of 
higher education institutions.

PRETTY SHEZI AND WAHEEDA PETERS

FoAD's Pragasen Reddy appointed to serve on the 
AAA board of directors 

FoAD’s Pragasen Reddy. File Photo. 
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Explaining his new role on the board Reddy said: 
“It will entail to collectively address common issues 
and challenges within a network of colleagues from 
the academic administration function within Higher 
Education Institutions (HEI’s). 

To also chair sessions on panel discussions at various 
user group conferences/meetings and to provide 
assistance and guidance with all student related 
challenges that Academic Administrators in Higher 
Education Institutions are experiencing.” 

In 2016 he was also appointed to the National 
Faculty Working Committee which reviews the 
‘Best Practice’ for Faculty Administration in Higher 
Education Institutions’ document.

Reddy believes the knowledge and experience he 
will gain from being on the board will continuously 
develop him professionally, his fellow staff and will 
greatly assist the operations at DUT at large.

He painted a picture of how his day at the office 
looks and said: “Currently with the advent of the 
new Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP), scheduled 
to go live in 2023, there is a lot of meetings and 
back-office work to ensure a smooth transition into 
the new system, which affects all spheres of student 
administration.  Amongst that, resolving staff/student 
queries, preparing for the upcoming examinations, 
2023 registration and graduation planning and various 
meetings of structures within the Faculty of Arts and 
Design.”

Besides his passion for all things academic, Reddy 
professed his love for soccer.“I used to play semi-
professional soccer way back then, so I just got into 
coaching recently and I find this therapeutic. Family 
time is bliss!” he remarked.

Reddy made mention how immensely passionate 
he is when he sees DUT students walking on stage 
during graduation, an occasion forming an integral 
part of his job portfolio.

“This never fails to warm my heart as the DUT 
students are the institutions’ biggest assets,” he added 
proudly.Going forward, Reddy has indicated that he 
will be enrolling for his honours degree in 2023.
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T
he second cohort of the Animation Short 
Course have successfully completed the 
course under the Faculty of Arts and 
Design (FoAD) at the Durban University 
of Technology.

The group, consisting of mainly DUT academics were 
awarded certificates in recognition of their hard 
work at the Coastlands Musgrave Hotel on Friday, 18 
November 2022.

Handing out the certificates was Professor Runette 
Kruger, the FoAD Executive Dean, who congratulated 
this cohort, namely; Nathan Thomas, Rory van 
As, Saudah Ballim, Tigere Muringa, Thulani Nzama, 
Sanabelle Ebrahim, Gift Chagwe and Ruby Judd.

She expressed how proud she was of the graduates 
of the Animation Short Course on empowering 
themselves in a specific way which will impact on their 
careers.
“From my perspective, I am very happy that DUT staff 
and our other graduates were able make use of the 
opportunity that was presented to them in the Faculty. 
I’m a fan of lifelong learning so this is very much part 
of that, further to that we have got big plans and you 
(graduates) are part of it,” she said.

She further commented that the Faculty has planned 
to apply for funding to enable this course to grow 
as was planned from the start. “We started with the 
Short Learning Programme of which you are the 
second cohort.

We want to expand that through the course facilitator, 
Claire Louis, and/or industry partners to cover an 
intermediate level and an expert level so that you 
(graduates) are in a position to step into Claire’s 
position in a way, so that we can impart that knowledge 
to our students and to other members of the public 
with regards to the Short Learning programme,” she 
commented.

The main driver behind this Short Course is Dr 
Dianna Moodley who initiated this project through 
the Short Course Unit (SCU) at DUT.

She started it after her interaction with Fine Arts 
and Graphic Design who were enquiring as to why 
DUT does not offer Animation at all. Dr Moodley was 
ecstatic and thanked all those who were instrumental 
in executing the programme.“First and foremost, you 
are part of the first group of Animation students. You 
are the actual change-makers and the trailblazers 
in this entire adventure that we have in our plan of 
action.  

I absolutely salute you for taking this very strange 
journey, unfamiliar to all of you.  Nobody had  animation 
in their imagination, that in your life-time would come 
your way, but you took a chance and successfully got 
through the first course, certifying yourself, and that 
was a very great step moving forward,” she stressed.

Dr Moodley further added that she was very grateful 
that there were academics who are prepared to take 
chances and be innovative in their teaching.

For more information on how to partner with DUT 
for short courses, contact Ms Philiswa Dlamini 
on philiswad@dut.ac.za/Ms Selisha Ramduth on 
selishar@dut.ac.za

"From my perspective, 
I am very happy that 

DUT staff and our 
other graduates were 

able make use of the 
opportunity" 

Runette Kruger
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FoAD honours second cohort of Animation Short 
Course graduates for 2022

WAHEEDA PETERS

The second cohort of Animation Short Course graduates 
received certificates at a ceremony held at the Coastlands 

Musgrave Hotel. Photo by Waheeda Peters. 
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The Faculty of Arts and Design (FoAD) successfully 
hosted its ninth Annual Arts and Design Digital Festival 
(Digifest) and eighth Annual Postgraduate Research 
Conference from 19 to 23 September 2022. 

The week-long event was a combination of FoAD’s 
Digifest and Postgraduate Research Conference 
hosted together with the Annual South African Visual 
Arts Historians (SAVAH) Conference. Dubbed the 
(ARK), the festival featured a plethora of in-person 
and virtual activities under the theme ‘Romancing 
the Stone: Contemplating Evolving Trends and 
Impermeable Places in Arts and Design.’ 

Commenting on the collaboration between Digifest 
and SAVAH, FoAD’s Research Coordinator and 
Digifest Director, Dr Dianna Moodley said: “SAVAH 
has an established relationship with a peer-reviewed 
academic journal-De Arte- which offers opportunities 
for DUT researchers to publish. This year’s festival 
aimed to encourage increased multidisciplinary and 
trans-national engagement and collaborations in arts-
based research and practice.”  

Expanding how the theme was chosen, Dr Moodley 
said: “Romancing the stone: Lithic Ecologies and Hard 
Places in South African Visual

FoAD partners 
with SAVAH to host 
successful combined 
9th Digifest and 8th 
Postgraduate Research 
Conference called 
"Arts Research 
Kaleidoscope"
PRETTY SHEZI

FoAD’s Executive Dean, Prof Runette Kruger addressing 
delegates at Arts Research Kaleidoscope. 
Photo by DUT Multimedia.   
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Culture [Breaking Rock], specifically highlighted 
the relationship between human beings and the 
stone as a medium, metaphor and artefact and as 
having a significant and contested history within 
the visual arts. Stone is used in metaphor to signify 
impermeable ideas, hardened frameworks and set-in-
stone ideologies as they cannot be changed or shifted. 

We invited multidisciplinary perspective on discourses 
related to colonization, segregation, migration, history, 
memory, culture, gender and identities.”

This year’s festival attracted over 70 presenters and 
30 exhibiters from all over the globe. The festival also 
saw an increased participation from delegates from 
other universities like the University of South Africa, 
Northwest Missouri State University, University 
of Cape Town, Tshwane University of Technology, 
University of Johannesburg, North West University, 
The University of KwaZulu-Natal, University of the 
Philippines, The University of the Witwatersrand, 
Stellenbosch University, University of the Free State 
and United World Colleges. 

International delegates came from Nigeria, France, 
United States of America, Italy, Australia and Greece.
Digifest Manager, Jodie Du Plessis noted the 
importance of hosting the event in-person and online 
saying she was pleased at the outcome.  

“Since all COVID-19 restrictions were completely 
dropped, the planning committee was eager to 
incorporate the face-to-face element that we have 
missed over the past two years. However, the value 
of the virtual platform couldn’t be discredited, so the 
hybrid approach (in-person and virtual) was chosen. 

It was sometimes a challenge navigating the logistical 
challenges of planning a hybrid event; however, 
the planning committee successfully executed all 
aspects of the event. Certain festival activities were 
combined via live-streaming onto the virtual platform 
and projecting to a live audience, while others ran 
separately via their respective platforms,” she said. 

The festival also announced winners in different 
categories. The winners were decided based on 
evaluation ratings, views, and comments. Below is the 
full list of the winners in their respective categories:

Best physical exhibition:
Andile Nsele - La Shona Ilanga

Best virtual exhibition:
Raynier Matthee, Adriaan Diedericks and Bernard 
Brand - Prisoners of Stone

Best in-person exhibition presentation:
Andile Nsele - Maye Maye

Best virtual exhibition presentation:
Dianna Moodley and Clare Craighead - Stone-cold 
pedagogy - the new (ab)normal in post-pandemic 
Higher Education in South Africa

Best in-person paper presentation:
Pfunzo Sidogi - From lithograph to Manyabanyaba: 
Setumane Mokoena’s repertoire and localised 
printmaking discourses

Best virtual paper presentation:
Merie Sutherland and Petro Naudé - Metagogy 2025: 
higher education as a kaleidoscope of places and 
spaces
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The Durban University of Technology (DUT) Fashion and Textiles 
department hosted its annual fashion showcase featuring the works of 
29 third year students. Since the start of the Coronavirus pandemic in 
2020, the much-loved fashion show has been taking place in a different 
form than usual. 2022’s offering was no different, instead of models 
walking the runway, the students’ work which interpreted the theme, 
was showcased in the form of 29 films that were screened alongside an 
exhibition at Brickfield Campus recently. 

As per usual, the showcase culminated in the announcement of winners 
in five different categories; Best Range on Show which went to Thabiso 
Ncanana while Bianca Govender won Most Innovative Range; Nokuzola 
Mkhize’s collection won her the Most Commercial Range; while Julia 
Whitby won Best Technical Range and Ntsoaki Lesenyeho received a 
Special Recognition Award. Another student, Thembelihle Zuma was 
awarded a three-weeks internship with fashion house, Manock Naturals. 
The 2022 competition element of the showcase was judged by experts 
in the fashion industry including style-guru, Brendan Sturrock, and DUT 
Fashion alumni Sipho Mbuto and Fikile Sokhulu. 

The awards were sponsored by FP&M SETA, Berzack Bros (Pty) Ltd, 
Amanda Laird Cherry, M.C. Thompson, Manock Naturals and JMV 
Textiles.  

DUT 2022 Fashion 
Showcase 

explored "VOID" in 
29 films featuring 

stellar designs
PRETTY SHEZI
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Commenting on his win, Ncanana said he feels 
humbled to have won the award for the Best Range: 
“I was totally caught by surprise, especially given 
the paramount quality of work produced by other 
students for their range. Everyone dedicatedly gave 
their best to their work. I created something I felt 
was honest, real to me and resonated a lot with my 
culture and identity. My future plans are to seize 
every opportunity for growth, refining my craft and to 
prioritize design intellect.”

The 25 year old from Esikhawini said his range was 
inspired by the Durban Victoria Market setting. He 
explained: “Given the Market setting is empty at night 
and spontaneously filled in daytime, I felt it was fitting 
for the theme Void. The designs were then signifiers of 
the elements and values associated with the Market 
setting such as the heritage sensibility, culture, making 
new products out of recycled material, the buzz 
and colour of the place came to play as well. From 
using recycled plastic bags called uMhlabungehlule, 
incorporating the Zulu traditional skirt into a look 
and utilising cultural print motifs & Tye dye, the range 
collectively outlines African market symbolism.”

Most Commercial Range winner, Nokuzola Mkhize 
who hails from Adams Mission- a town situated south 
of Durban said she was so excited for winning this 
special category since her goal is to specialise. 

“My collection was inspired by the beautiful sunrise 
and the blend of colours it brings. For me, the sunrise 
is a place where we all belong, a place of newness, a 
new beginning... A new dawn.”

The 28-year-old managed to create five garments 
which she says was not that easy. She had to improve 
time management and multitasking. All her garments 
were specially tie-dyed, working with dyes for the first 
time she said was fun but very challenging. Her great-
est desire is to build a proudly South African com-
mercial brand, give back all the knowledge she has 
gained as a designer through working with incubators 
or mentorship programs for first years or aspiring de-
signers.
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KwaMashu’s Thembelihle Zuma who received a 
3-week internship with Manock Naturals said she was 
shocked, couldn’t believe it: “I wasn’t expecting it, so 
hearing my name being called to receive an internship 
award. I’ve been manifesting for an internship so I am 
very happy, and very grateful that my lecturers and the 
Manock team saw great potential in me. I would like 
to work as the pattern maker or visual merchandiser 
or just any store at the Manock Naturals Company.”

Through her designs, Zuma’s work touches on 
women’s sexual liberation. The 23-year-old explained: 
“I wanted to show how powerful clothes are, I wanted 
to teach people that being sexual isn’t a shame, that 
we mustn’t judge women for being sexual. We women 
use power dressing to express and evoke emotions, 
how we wear less clothing doesn’t shout “we want 
sex” so we mustn’t be judged or labelled badly for 
it. Even if we are sexual, if that makes us happy and 
make us feel good about ourselves that’s okay, it’s our 
lives and we’re allowed to do whatever, wherever and 
whenever we want.”

Most Innovative Range winner, Bianca Govender 
said she was honoured, grateful and proud of herself 
for this achievement. Govender’s range titled, “Are 
we meant to be happy?” examined human emotion 
drawing and featured hand developed print details 
and embroidery

Explaining the concept for her work, she said: “I 
interpreted the theme Void as empty lacking... all 
our ‘unhappy feelings’. As we go through life, we feel 
everything else, so much more than happiness. So why 
is it that people try so hard to get it? Or disregard 
every other ‘bad’ emotion as if it is unacceptable? Are 
we even meant to be happy?” asked the 22-year-old 
Newlands West born designer. 
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T
he Faculty of Arts and Design hosted 
part two of the Dean’s Dialogue 
Series on 28 October 2022. Titled, 
Othering: Migration, Displacement 
and Xenophobia, the dialogue was 
headlined by Professor Fazil Moradi.

In his address, Prof Moradi focused on political 
violence and call for hospitality. He painted a global 
picture of how destructive political violence can be, by 
sharing events, studies, poems and speeches relating 
to political violence and hospitality. He spoke about 
the Iranian Revolution or Islamic Revolution of 1979 
which led to the overthrow of the last Shah of the 
Imperial State of Iran, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, also 
known as Mohammad Reza Shah. 

The Iranian Revolution refers to a series of events that 
culminated in the overthrow of the Pahlavi dynasty. 
The last Shah was replaced by Ayatollah Khomeini 
the supreme leader who ruled according to religion. 
Prof Moradi shared his mother’s autobiography which 
details the hardships Prof Morandi and his family faced 
during the revolution. The family’s belongings including 
home, passports and other possessions were taken 
from them. 

Dean's Dialogue Series focuses 
on Migration, Displacement 

and Xenophobia

2ND

PRETTY SHEZI
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Prof Moradi said his mother’s autobiography is 
impossible to isolate and separate from all displaced 
mothers who have survived, are surviving and who 
will survive political violence. He said the experience 
of political violence, displacement and homelessness 
is never an individual experience. The autobiography 
points to human lives, a network of historic events, 
memories and experiences

He also shared a poem by Jalaluddi Rumi called ‘The 
Guest House’ which talks about hospitality and the 
unexpected events that happens in life. According 
to Prof Morandi, Rumi’s poem compels people to 
empathize with autobiographical works , biographical 
works, art works, memories and the historical novels 
of those who have been and who are still victims of 
political violence. He also shared a memoir of Chinua 
Achebe of Nigeria on colonial violence and genocide, 
that involves shared memories and lived experience 
of survivors of political violence.

Professor Fazil Moradi. Photo Supplied. 
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T
he Durban University of Technology’s 
Journalism Programme hosted the 13th 
Annual Mahatma Gandhi Media Lecture 
in collaboration with the Gandhi 
Development Trust and the Phoenix 
Settlement Trust on 3 October 2022. 

The lecture was delivered by one of India’s most 
seasoned journalists Dr Prakasan Puthiyetti who 
spoke about the importance of the media as a vehicle 
for communication and delivering information to the 
audience.  

According to Dr Puthiyetti, the media plays a vital 
part in people’s daily lives as a source of information, 
keeping them updated and informed about what is 
happening around them. As he puts it, the media has 
a significant influence on the mases. Newspapers and 
television are powerful entities as they have the power 
to make the innocent guilty and the guilty innocent- 
which can be problematic at times.

DUT Journalism 
hosts 13th Annual 

Mahatma Gandhi 
Media Lecture

PRETTY SHEZI

Dr Prakasan Puthiyetti. Photo Supplied. 
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Dr Puthiyetti continued his address by crediting the 
media for giving a voice to the voiceless and praised 
it as a platform whereby masses can express their 
views and opinions.

In his address, Dr Puthiyetti who is a Chief 
Correspondent for the Mathrubhumi Daily 
Newspaper in New Delhi also touched on the main 
roles of the media which he said are to analyse 
the political agenda, to influence public opinion 
about a person, the government, and act as a tool 
for socialization. He described the media as an 
encyclopaedia of information. Dr Puthiyetti also 
spoke about how the media is greatly misused by 
politicians and the authorities during election time. 
Dr Puthiyetti is a journalist currently working as Chief 
Correspondent for Mathrubhumi Daily Newspaper 
in New Delhi.

He joined the newspaper in 1999 and has served 
as its Senior Sub Editor in Mathrubhumi Desk. He 
holds a PhD in Gandhian Philosophy from the Kannur 
University.

Dr Puthiyetti has received many awards over the years 
including Indian Medical association and Mathrubhumi 
for writing articles related to science, philosophy and 
other subjects. This year he was awarded the Lions 
Kerela Award. He is an active member of the NCC 
and school football team.

Dr Puthiyetti secured first place in district level 
Plaster of Paris molding in a school science fest from 
1985 to 1989 and also participated at a state level. He 
has participated in different literary camps conducted 
by different authorities.

The Mahatma Gandhi Media Lecture was launched by 
the former Minister of Posts, Telecommunications and 
Broadcasting, Mr Jay Naidoo. Speakers over the years 
included Delhi-based author, Advocate Anil Nauriya, 
Africa Program Co-ordinator at the Committee 
to Protect Journalists (CPJ), Angela Quintal, Mondli 
Makhanya, Editor-in-Chief at City Press, and Sello 
Hatang, Chief Executive Officer at the Nelson 
Mandela Foundation. Last year’s lecture featured Mr 
Jerome Klaaste, a public speaker, community builder, 
Founder and Executive Director of the Aggrey 
Klaaste Trust (AKT), which was established in 2017. 
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Professor Nombeko Mpako with visual artist Zanele 
Muholi and Executive Dean of DUT’s Faculty of Arts and 

Design Professor Runette Kruger. Photo Supplied.   42 | SOFTCOPY



I
zandla Ezihle Zabazalikazi” (Beautiful hands 
of motherhood) an exhibition by Professor 
Nombeko Mpako is currently on view at the 
Durban University of Technology’s (DUT) Satellite 
Gallery at City Campus. 

The exhibition which is described as an “activism 
for single parenting motherhood presented through 
actionism artistic discourse” opened on 24 September 
and will close on Friday, 21 October 2022. 

“Izandla Zabazalikazi” is the epitome of this exhibition, 
showing hands of women whose stories are about 
their single parenting, which are told verbatim in 
a stop frame animation entitled “Umzimba wam’ 
uyabila ayandisinda’ mabali” (my body is steaming the 
stories are heavy on me).

According to Prof Mpako’s artist statement, HANDS 
are used as the dominant visual metaphor in this 
exhibition which also features stories from mothers 
to their daughters and sons, cautioning messages that 
are meant to encourage a dialogue about life issues 
such as domestic violence and gender-based violence 
topics that should be natural and not taboo. 

“HANDS can be seen as a sign of caring, giving, 
acceptance, solidarity, responsibility, freedom, action, 
authority, intervention, submission and wisdom,” the 
statement reads.

This exhibition was inspired by viewers’ reactions to 
Prof Mpako’s life story in her 2021 exhibition entitled 
“Obu Bubomi Bami: 8 out of 8. I Teach Art.” That 
exhibition told the story about her as a determined 
woman who persevered through a number of life 
challenges and conquered. Prof Mpako decided to 
extend her story by giving other women a platform 
to tell their own stories. 

“In this exhibition by incorporating other women’s 
stories who are in the similar situation, to campaign 
not only to bring about social change but to honour 
single parenting mothers for their tireless caring 
and unconditional love for their children despite the 
difficulties caused by gender-based violence,” the 
statement continued. 

Professor Mpako is a retired Director of the 
School of Arts in the College of Human Science at 
the University of South Africa (UNISA) and Chair 
of the Department of Art History, Visual Arts and 
Musicology. She studied at the University of Fort Hare 
where she obtained an Honours degree in Fine Arts 
and a Higher Education teaching diploma. She has a 
Master of Arts and Design Education, and a Doctor 
of Philosophy in Art Education from the University of 
New South Wales in Australia. 

She has an academic career that spans over 30 
years having lectured creative arts programmes 
at undergraduate level and supervised several 
postgraduate students at various South African, 
Continental, and international universities. 

Izandla Ezihle 
Zabazalikazi

PRETTY SHEZI

exhibition
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T
he Faculty of Arts and Design (FoAD) hosted the 2021 and 2022 Research 
Awards ceremony on 9 December 2022 at the DUT Hotel School, Ritson 
Campus. The ceremony coincided with the announcement of the 2021 
Emma Smith Art Scholarship Award winner which went to Mthokozisi 
Xulu from Fine Art. The event also paid tribute to Video Technology’s 

Head of Department, Professor Jean Philippe Wade who retired at the end of the 
2022 academic year. 

Top performing researchers in the faculty were honoured for 2021 and 2022 in 
three categories, Women Researcher of the Year, Creative Researcher of the Year and 
Researcher of the Year. 

For 2021, the School of Education’s Dr Kgomotlokoa Linda Thaba-Nkadimene 
received the two awards Women Researcher of the Year and Researcher of the Year 
for having 4 Journal Articles; and 1 Book Chapter. Drama and Production Studies’ 
Dr Pamela Tancsik won the Creative Researcher of the Year for having two creative 
output submissions.

FoAD hosts 
its 2021/2022 

Research Awards
AND BIDS FAREWELL TO 

PROF WADE

FoAD’s Executive Dean Professor Runette 
Kruger and Professor Jean-Philippe Wade. 
Photo by Thembi Mthembu.  

Prof Runette Kruger and Dr Dianna 
Moodley. Photo by Thembi Mthembu.  
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The 2022 awards went to FoAD’s Research 
coordinator, Dr Dianna Moodley and Visual 
Communication Design’s Dr Folasayo Olalere. Dr 
Moodley took home the Women Researcher of the 
Year and Creative Researcher of the Year for having 
1 Journal Article, 2 Creative Outputs and 1 Book 
Chapter. Dr Olalere was named the 2022 Researcher 
of the Year for publishing 7 Articles, 1 Book Chapter 
and 1 Conference Proceeding. 

Dr Moodley commented: “It feels incredible to see 
our efforts being recognized in such a tangible way. 
My Faculty is my inspiration. What an honour to be 
part of such talent! These awards solidify my passion 
and inspires me to work even harder. My hope is that 
these accolades serve as a helm of my responsibility 
to impact the next generation.”

Dr Olalere was honoured and grateful to be awarded 
the Faculty Researcher of the year. He also thanked 
Professor Runette Kruger and Dr Moodley for their 
continued support and encouragement of research.

“The passion for academic and research excellence in 
the faculty is proof that we are all winners (awards or 
not) I am proud to be a part of this passionate faculty. 
Allow me to use this opportunity to congratulate the 
other awardees. This award is an acknowledgement of 
an overall contribution to research excellence in the 
Faculty in 2022. The contribution includes accredited 
publications, successful postgraduate supervision, 
external/internal grants obtained, evidence of 
research collaboration, and other research or 
creative activities. I am thankful for this prestigious 
honour and acknowledgement,” he said.

FoAD staffers also won big at the ENVISION2030 
Institutional Excellence Awards 2021/2022 held by 
the offices of the Deputy Vice-Chancellor: Research, 
Innovation and Engagement (DVC: RIE) and the 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor: People and Operations. 
Professor Tabitha Grace Mukeredzi won Supervisor 
of the year in the Platinum Category. Professor Julia 
Preece was awarded the Supervisor of the Year in the 
Gold Category.

Dr Dianna Moodley received the Vice-Chancellor’s 
Award for contribution towards building a culture of 
divergent thinking, innovation and entrepreneurship 
for her work on the DUT Arts and Design Digital 
Festival and the Annual Research Conference 2021). 
Dr Moodley also won the Creative Research Output 
of the Year together with Mr Niresh Singh and Mr 
Robin Gengan for their project titled Asikhule 
Sonke - Grow as One: Advancing social integration 
and harmony through transdisciplinary 360’ virtual 
immersion. 
 
During the awards ceremony, Prof Kruger also took 
the opportunity to bid farewell to Video Technology 
HoD’s Prof Jean-Philippe Wade who retired at the 
end of the year. 

Prof Kruger said: “From my side I would like to 
say that your kind and humble spirit has made it a 
pleasure and privilege to work with you. Prof I’m 
envious of the next leg of your journey but I am also 
grateful that you will still be collaborating with the 
faculty. So this means the end of a chapter and not 
the end of our story.” 

A video montage featuring farewell messages from 
Prof Wade’s colleagues was played. Video Technology 
lecturer, Lance Lutge delivered a heartfelt farewell 
speech and said: “They say great leaders are born 
not made, that statement stays true. It’s not everyday 
you get a leader who is a great support system, 
incredible mentor, a great friend and shoulder to 
lean on whatever the situation. Thank you for your 
encouragement over the years. We take solace in the 
great memories made over the last six years. Bidding 
you farewell is a bitter sweet occasion. It is sad that 
we are partially parting ways. The workplace will 
certainly not be the same. We will miss your support 
and humour. Hoping you won’t stop sharing you 
pieces of advice. Hoping your guidance over the last 
six years is sufficient to keep our department going 
and strong.”

Lutge ended his speech by quoting Prof Wade’s 
favourite French-Swiss film director Jean-Luc Godard, 
“A story should have a beginning, a middle and an 
end, but not necessarily in that order.”
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Mthokozisi Xulu (centre) flanked by DUT Art Gallery 
curator Francesca Verga and Faculty of Arts and 
Design’s Executive Dean, Professor Runette Kruger. 
Photo by Thembi Mthembu. 
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D
urban University of Technology (DUT) 
Fine Art graduate Mthokozisi Xulu was 
announced as the winner of the 2021 
Emma Smith Art Scholarship Award at a 
ceremony hosted by the Faculty of Arts 

and Design at the DUT Hotel School, Ritson Campus 
on 9 December 2022. 

Now in its 102nd year, the scholarship worth R44 
500, will help fund Xulu’s postgraduate studies.  Xulu 
from Inanda Township in Durban said he was honored 
to win such a prestigious award. 

“It’s exciting and overwhelming. I like it. It’s a 
reassurance that I’m in the right direction and that my 
dedication, hard work and passion is recognized. The 
scholarship will help me fulfill my dream and boost 
my confidence,” he commented. Explaining more 
about his work, the 27-year-old said it is an artistic 
exploration into death and loss, feelings, memories 
and personal experiences.

“My subject matter comes from the loss of my 
younger brother in 2017 who was murdered a few 
steps away from home. I am in constant search for 
new ways and patterns of dealing with the loss of 
my brother as years have passed since the incident 
occurred.  In my work, I portray surgical elements 
by using gauze, bandages, cotton threads, wires, found 
materials

and stained fabric as an expression in evoking a keen 
sense of sadness, emotional distress and pain,” he 
said. 

Xulu graduated with an Advanced Diploma in Fine 
Art in 2021 and his future plans have always been 
to develop himself as an artist or creative. He notes 
that the Advanced Diploma in Fine Art helped him 
develop his research and writing skills.
 
The 102nd Emma Smith Art Scholarship Award 
recipient believes furthering his postgraduate studies 
will assist in developing his writing and will solidify his 
practice as an artist. His ultimate dream is to assist 
young people realise their dreams and find their 
purpose/voice in society. Xulu said he also hopes his 
work will ignite change in the Inanda Township which 
is riddled with many societal ills. 

The Emma Smith Scholarship Award was introduced 
in 1920 by KwaZulu – Natal Sugar Industry Magnate 
Sir Charles Smith. Named after his mother, Smith’s 
endowment was made in appreciation of the work of 
John Adams who was the Head of the Art School and 
an influential figure in education and the arts in Natal. 
Other students who took part in the 2021 competition 
are Amy Pieterse (Fine Art) and Wonderboy Maluleka 
(Photography). 

PRETTY SHEZI

DUT Fine Art alumnus Mthokozisi Xulu wins 102nd 
Emma Smith Art Scholarship Award

I am in constant 
search for new 
ways and patterns 
of dealing with the 
loss of my brother as 
years have passed
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F
ive Durban University of Technology alumni 
from the Interior Design Programme made 
it into the top 10 of the fourth edition of the 
Nando’s Hot Young Designer (HYD) talent 
search!

Nomonde Dubazane, Lindelani Hlophe, Thabiswa 
Nkonyeni, Siyanda Magaba and Minenhle Zazi Cira 
made the top 10 finalists list from a whopping 134 
entries from across the country. 

Facilitated by Clout/SA the competition tasked young 
designers with the creation of a condiment unit to 
display the Nando’s brand acclaimed sauce for its 
restaurants worldwide. The top 10 designers hit the 
ground running with creative ideas inspired by gender, 
history, culture and nature’s tiniest creatures. 

Mtwalume born Minenhle Zazi Cira, submitted a 
design inspired by ‘isiduli’ (ant hill). Explaining the 
choice for his entry, Cira said: “First to be brought 
forth from the ant’s architectural ingenuity is shape 
(curves), then comes the interior partitioning brought 
forth as a small detail patterns. 

An ant is a very resilient, hardworking, and strong 
insect. Also, the unified manner at which they go 
through their daily chore’s says a lot. If we make right 
by those words, then just like ant’s, we each would 
be able to carry more than 20 times of our weight 
without breaking a sweat.” 

The Baobab tree- a deciduous tree that grows in 
the low-lying areas in Africa and Australia was the 
inspiration for another Interior Design graduate, 

PRETTY SHEZI

Five Interior 
Design alumni 
make the top 10 
of Nando's Hot 
Young Designer 
talent search Nomonde Dubazane. 

Photo Supplied. 

Thabiswa Nkonyeni’s design. 
Photo from alexnews.co.za   
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28-year-old Nomonde Dubazane. Also known as the 
African tree of life, the Baobab tree is said to live to 
an astounding 3,000 years. 

“My server is my reinterpretation of the Baobab 
trunk. The server is inspired by the shape and smooth 
texture found in the Baobab trunk that has been 
believe that kings and elders would hold meetings 
under the Baobab tree, with the belief that the tree’s 
spirit would guide them in decision making. In more 
modern times, the Baobab tree is commonly used 
as a venue for community meetings or even as a 
classroom,” Dubazane explained. 

On making the top 10, she said was she said she was 
on cloud nine. “My heart jumps for joy every time I 
think about it,” she said.  

Presented every two years the Nando’s Hot Young 
Designer competition is targeted at young emerging 
local creatives. It shines a light on creativity and links 
young designers to various opportunities, including 
seeing their designs prototyped.  

Dubazane’s server inspired by the baobab tree. 
Photo Supplied. 

Minenhle Zazi Cira’s submission for the 
Nando’s Hot Young Designer talent search. 
Photo Supplied. 
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