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Concept Note for Admission to a PhD in Accounting 

The PhD in Accounting programme aims to recruit independent researchers in the accounting discipline to generate new and original knowledge by conducting original research that addresses theoretical and complex context-based issues. A key aspect of the doctorate study is that the research undertaken during the degree, in the form of a thesis or as published journal articles, must be independently produced, demonstrate critical thinking and assessment and must contain an original contribution to new knowledge in the field. The programme aims to provide graduates with specialised knowledge and competence in accounting. 
This concept note provides a general overview of the proposed research to be undertaken in the PhD study. A concept note is a concise outline of your intended research project and serves as a precursor to a more detailed research proposal. Carefully follow the guidelines and write your concept note according to the sections provided. Note that admission decisions will be heavily dependent on the quality of the concept note. Clarity of expression, evidence of skills and knowledge in academic writing and the feasibility of the study will improve your chances of admission. 
A concept note should be between 8-10 pages for a PhD thesis. 
Note that the submission of the concept note is the first of many stages in the admission process. When satisfied with the concept note, the Department Research Committee may invite applicants for interaction to engage more with them on their project. 
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OUTLINE OF THE CONCEPT NOTE 
1.1	Proposed Title/Topic (maximum of 15 words)
(The title must echo the research problem. It must be simple, concise, distinctive and catchy). 


1.2	Summary of the proposed study (maximum of 300 words)
All the key aspects of the concept note should be condensed here. This allows readers to grasp all the vital areas of the study). It should stimulate interest and prepare the reader to engage with the research work. 


1.3	Background or concept of the study (maximum of 1000 words)
You must provide evidence and conditions of the existing situation to be studied and highlight the gaps to make readers feel the need to know more. This section must also offer the conceptual basis of the study.   


1.4	Problem Statement (maximum of 1000 words)
This section addresses the following questions. What do we know about the problem? What don’t we know? What must we know? Why must we know? What will change when the study is conducted? 


1.5	Research Aim
Clearly state what the study intends to achieve 


1.5.1	Research Objectives 



1.5.2	Research Questions or Hypothesis 



1.5	Gaps in Literature 
Explain the gaps identified in the literature and how your study fills those gaps  


1.5.2	Contribution/Significance of the study 
Discuss the relevance of the study in terms of practical and academic contribution to the body of knowledge. Identify the various stakeholders who will benefit from the study and how they will benefit. 


1.5.1	Justification/Rationale
The section answers two questions: (Why and what?). Why should the study be conducted? What will happen if this study is not conducted? 


1.6	Literature Review 
1.6.1	Conceptual Literature Review (maximum of 2000 words)
The section groups articles according to concepts, categories, or themes and discusses the main concepts in the study, spotlighting the consensus and contrast in the literature. This is conducted and presented according to the research topic/title and reflects the objectives, hypotheses, methods, and research questions. The section further discusses each subsection individually, sometimes with critiques of each. 



1.6.2	Empirical Literature Review (maximum of 2000 words)
This section analyses the existing literature on the research topic to reveal contributions, weaknesses and gaps. It identifies and recognises what has already been done related to the research problem. The section further identifies and acknowledges those who have worked on the research problem. Critically analyse the existing literature on the research topic here. Evaluate or synthesise literature intending to reveal the contributions and weaknesses (known story) and gap(s) (unknown story). Again, clearly states how the current study will fill the gap(s) as a way of contributing to the body of knowledge.



1.6.3	Theoretical Literature Review (maximum of 2000 words)
This section discusses the existing theories concerning the research objectives and name the theory and its source. Also, indicate where the theory has been used and who used it and describe what the theory is proposing or explaining. You must also discuss the implications of the theory to the study (how it relates to the variables) and justify the choice of the theory for the study. Also, mention some weaknesses of the theory and how they will be addressed. 



1.7	Proposed Methodology 
1.7.1	Research Design (maximum of 500 words)
Research design is the overall strategy chosen by the researcher to integrate the different components of the study coherently and logically. It describes the nature and pattern that the research intends to follow. It constitutes the blueprint or ‘research housing unit’ for collecting, measuring and analysis of data. 


1.7.2	Research Paradigm (maximum of 500 words)
Discuss the paradigms or theories underpinning the research methodology and justify the choice of your paradigm. 



1.7.3 Population (maximum of 150 words)
This section describes the population from which a sample(s) will be selected and describes the characteristics of the population.


1.7.4	Sampling Technique (maximum of 200 words)
Discuss the sampling method to be used to select the study sample; representative elements/subjects from the population. State the total number of units or people to be selected to participate in the study.


1.7.5	Source of Data and Data Collection method/procedure (maximum of 500 words)
Discuss how and where data will be collected to achieve the objective of the study. 

 
1.7.6	Data Analysis Method (maximum of 1000 words)
The section describes the process of organising and interpreting the data generated.


1.7.7	Research Plan 


1.7.8	Research Budget 
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