
[image: ]

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION SYSTEMS
RESEARCH COMMITTEE
CONCEPT NOTE 
 
Name of student:						Student no:
	(where applicable).

Degree:							Programme:


RESEARCH TITLE:
· Narrow subject area in a given discipline.
· It is a specific area of interest to a researcher.
· It is a focused statement of research interest. 

	Section B: To be typed in Arial 10-point font in single line spacing (expand sections to fit contents, but keep within the specified maximum lengths.)

	1.  Field of Research and Provisional Title 

	Provide the field of research and the provisional title of the research project, with a brief description, if the title is not self-explanatory.

	Research summary (Maximum length: 150 words)

	2.  Research background (support research problem statement)

	This section provides the general information regarding the research that will be undertaken and should make it clear why the problem is worth addressing.  The background (Maximum length: 250 words) 

	3.  Research Problem statement (supporting research background) 
This section should either set out the specific question(s) to which the student hopes to find an answer, or the research problems which are to be solved or state any hypotheses to be tested. In the case of open-ended topics in the Humanities, outline the subject/area/field to be critically investigated.  It should indicate clearly what the research intends to achieve and the intended products of the research (Maximum length: 60 words) 

	4. Aim and objective  

1 Aim and maximum of 4 objectives

	

	5.  Research Methodology (Maximum length: 250 words)

	In this section the student is advised to describe the following: 
· Target population
· Sample size and how you will sample 
· Qualitative or qualitative 


	6. Theoretical Framework (maximum length 200 words)

	In this Section the student must describe the academic theories that relates to the study

	7. Research Ethics  (maximum length 200 words)
Briefly explain the ethical considerations that you will comply with in conducting your study




PROPOSED SUPERVISOR: 	_________________________
(subject to availability of the supervisor)


SIGNATURE:	______________________________		


DATE: ______________________________


GUIDELINES FOR WRITNG THE CONCEPT NOTE:

1. A concept note is a concise outline of your intended research project, and serves as a precursor to a more detailed research proposal. 
1. Please prepare your concept note according to the guidelines in each section. Note that the structure of your final proposal and thesis need not follow the exact layout specified below, but the concept note should contain the information pertinent to each section. 
1. A concept note should be approximately:
•	3-5 pages for a Masters dissertation
•	5-8 pages for a PhD thesis
1. Please use Arial font size 12, 1.5 line spacing and include a reference list.
1. Include a Table of literature/sources read in support of study (aim for 30 relevant references for Master’s Degree and 50 relevant references for PhD study). Link to DUT referencing guide: https://library.dut.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Referencing-Guide.pdf 
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