
Concept note – for prospective M and D students - Faculty of Management Sciences

A concept note is a brief outline that summarizes your planned approach to the research question before the full study begins. It helps your supervisor understand the focus of your research, its feasibility, and the resources required. Please prepare your concept note in accordance with the guidelines provided for each section. The total length of your concept note should not exceed 1,000 words

	Name of student
	

	Email address
	

	Previous Qualification and state where obtained?
	

	Programme of interest.
	

	Is your topic related to your current place of work?
	

	Do you have permission to conduct the study in your chosen setting?
	

	Place of employment?
	



	Potential Topic
Provide a potential title:
_______________________________________________________________________________

Name the field/focus from which your study emerges? 
For example: Quality management (relates to compliance to standards), continuous improvement (relates to Lean management) or Quality Engineering (relates to root cause analysis; six sigma), Human Resouces ( relates to leadership), among others.



	What is the specific problem related to your study?
You must be able to reference a particular problem from literature. For example: peer-reviewed research, monthly/weekly meetings, annual reports, among others.



	What does relevant literature say about your topic? Gap of knowledge?
References should not be older than 5 years




	How could you solve this problem from the theories and principles you studied in your discipline?
This will represent your theoretical framework of your study.



	State the research question/s arising from this study?


	What is your research design?
How will you go about solving the problem, like a recipe?


	What is unique or novel about your study? (For doctoral students only)


	What type of research methodology will you use?
For Example: Quantitative, qualitative, other data collection tools.



	Etherical considerations in this study (State additional ethics requirements based on location- For example: Department of Education and Department of Health)
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