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CONCEPT NOTE 
 
Name of student:						

Application / Student no:

Qualification:


	NOTE: To be typed in Arial 10-point font in single line spacing (expand sections to fit contents, but keep within the specified maximum lengths.)

	1.  Proposed Title of the Study

	(Maximum length: 15 words)

	2.  Background / Introduction

	Briefly introduce the problem area and why it is important.
Include:
· Overview of the topic
· Context (global, regional, or institutional)
· Brief summary of existing research
· Gap in knowledge or problem that needs addressing
 (Maximum length: 250 words) 


	3. Problem statement 


	A clear, focused statement of the problem your research aims to address.
Structure:
· What is the problem?
· Where does it occur?
· Why is it important?
· What evidence shows it exists?
(Maximum length: 100 words)


	4. Purpose of the Study


	A brief statement of what the study intends to achieve.
(Maximum length: 150 words)


	5. Aim and objectives

	
1 Aim and maximum of 4 objectives

	6. Literature Review

	A short overview
(Maximum length: 750 words)

	7.  Theoretical Framework (optional)

	Briefly describe the theory or conceptual model guiding the study.
(Maximum length: 250 words)


	8.  Research Methodology

	Outline how you will conduct the study
(Maximum length: 250 words)


	9. Research Ethics 


	Briefly explain the ethical considerations that you will comply with in conducting your study.
(Maximum length 200 words)





PROPOSED SUPERVISOR: 	_________________________
(subject to availability of the supervisor)


SIGNATURE:	______________________________		


DATE: ______________________________


GUIDELINES FOR WRITNG THE CONCEPT NOTE:

1. A concept note is a concise outline of your intended research project, and serves as a precursor to a more detailed research proposal. 
1. Please prepare your concept note according to the guidelines in each section. Note that the structure of your final proposal and thesis need not follow the exact layout specified below, but the concept note should contain the information pertinent to each section. 
1. A concept note should be approximately:
•	3-5 pages for a Masters dissertation
•	5-8 pages for a PhD thesis
1. Please use Arial font size 12, 1.5 line spacing and include a reference list.
1. Include a Table of literature/sources read in support of study (aim for 30 relevant references for Master’s Degree and 50 relevant references for PhD study). Link to DUT referencing guide: https://library.dut.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Referencing-Guide.pdf 
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