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MEMORIES: A collage of pictures taken from the book Comrades and Memsahibs by Ameen Akhalwaya. A selection from the book
will be read on National Press Freedom Day.

Media icon is honoured

| Ameen Akhalwaya is remembered as a man who always held a light up to the truth

ONWEDNESDAY, October 19, 1977, the
apartheid regime announced the ban-
ning of three newspapers - the World,
Weekend World, and the Voice - the
entire spectrum of Black Consciousness
Movement organisations. and detained
activists under seetion 10 of the Internal
Security Act,

That day is commemorated in South
Alrica as Black Wednesday and is also
marked as National Press Freedom Day.

Activist group Women in Action, in
partnership with the Durban Univer-
sity of Technology Library, is hosting a
eritical discussion on the state of writ-
ing amd journalism in the mainsiream
media of South Africa today. using the
late jowrnalist Ameen Akhalwaya’s book.
Comrades and Memsahibs, as a refer-
ence Lo spark a discourse.

Akhalwaya played a signilicant. role

during that period.

The event, which takes place on Octo-
ber 19 at Mansheld 1 Hall from 6-Spm,
aims o promole a critical discourse on
the role of the mainstream media in
South Africa woday and 1o honour the
bravery of veteran journalists,

A selection of Ameen Akhalwayva's
writings will be read and a panel discus-
sion will follow cach reading, Themes
under discussion include government
control. journalism and past challenges,
objectivity of the press and trials in the
workplace, and the right to know.

Press ombudsman Joe Thlolee will be
one of the speakers. Others on the pancl
are: Nalini Nobin from the Witness,
Pritz Dullay (Right to Know campaign):
Jean Prinsloo (gender activist), Khule-
kani Magubane and Sheetal Schneider
(DUT School of Journalism).

“Ameen will always be vemembered as
part of that generation of writers who,
during the struggle against apartheid,
never hesitated o choose the side of
democracy, peace and justice,” the ANU
saiel ina statement.

He was presented with the Extraordi-
nary Award of the Foreign Corvespaond-
ents” Association of Southern Africa in
Novernber, The association deseribed
him as a fearless fighter for equal rights
aned an inspiration to young journalists.

CNN burean chiel Mike Hanna
tleseribed him as an honest, courageous
colleague: “A man who always held up
a light to the truth bat never sacrificed
the professional independence which was
the ground on which he stood.”

He studied medicine at the Roval Col-
lege of Surgeons in Dublin but his medi-
cal career was cut short by the death

of his father. After trving his hand in
accountancy, he entered journalism asa
freelance reporter with the Rand Daily
Mail {RDM) in 1971,

Akhalwaya was appointed metro-
peditan editor of the newspaper in 1952,
Alter the closure of the RDM and the
Sunday Express in 1985, he founded
The Indicator, a pioneer in allernative
Jjournalism,

He joined the SABC in 1993 as execu-
tive editor of curvent allairs and Agenda,
and then Absa Bank as media manager.

In 19496 he was appointed media direc-
Lo of Cape Town's My mipic Bid Com-
mittee. Akhalwava, who in 1978 was a
[ounder-member of the Media Work-
ers’ Association of South Afvica. was
awarded the 1981 Nieman Fellowship to
Harvard University in the United States.
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