Story Vases tell the personal stories of
five women from rural KwaZulu-Natal
Bhekani Dlamini
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The Siyazama Project working with
'Editions in Craft' is collaborating with the
Swedish design group, Front, in making
the Story Vases which recount the lives of
?ve women from South Africa.
The Story Vases tell the personal stories
of Beauty Ndlovu, Thokozani Sibisi,
Kishwepi Sitole (who has since passed
away), Tholiwe Sitole and Lobolile Ximba
living in remote villages in KwaZuluNatal. They are members of the
Siyazama Project, a collective of women
who work with traditional bead craft.
Leader of the Siyazama Project and
lecturer in Graphic Design at DUT,
Professor Kate Wells said these Story
Vases have been on show at the Milan
Design week at Salone. "The response
has been huge. I have had emails from
all over the world from museums, art
galleries and private buyers wanting to
buy them," she said.
She explained that her Graphic Design
Master's student Jean Shange is dealing
with the South African side of things such
as interacting with the women,
purchasing beads, and posting the final
beaded construction off to Sweden. She
added that it is in Sweden where the
Story Vases are filled with molten glass
by an expert glass blower. The finished
products are then sold by the 'Editions in
Craft' project. Professor Wells performs
the main function of spreading the
advocacy and growing the project

through presentations, inviting
international designers to work with the
rural women and in general, keeping the
project ticking over.
Sofia Lagerkvist, Charlotte von der
Lancken and Anna Lindgren are
members of the Swedish design group,
Front. As designers, their work is often
based on common discussions,
explorations and experiments and they
are all involved in the projects from the
initial ideas to the final product.
The Story Vase project began with a
series of conversations in Durban
between Anna, So?a and Charlotte from
Front and the collective of women
working with traditional bead craft in
KwaZulu-Natal. They spoke of their daily
lives, their husbands and children. They
shared their hopes and dreams, and
talked about love, life and death.
Their stories also touch on such serious
subjects as the effects of HIV on their
society, poverty and unemployment. They
talked about their business and what
beadwork meant to them. Each of the
vases tells a part of these stories, and
documents the daily life of women in
rural, post apartheid South Africa. Each
woman formed her own story into text by
threading glass beads onto metal wires.
These wires were made into vaseshaped moulds, into which glass was
blown. With the Story Vases, Front used
its conceptual approach to design

material and narrative to explore new
ways of working with Zulu bead craft in
collaboration with the Siyazama Project.
"This long-term project aims to broaden
the market for the women's craft and to
let their stories, which are seldom told,
be heard by more people," said
Professor Wells.
Beadworker, Ximba from Tshekane in
Muden, is currently learning to make the
Story Vases and learnt the art of
beadwork making many years ago from
her mother, Hluphekile Zuma in
KwaLatha, Emabomvini near Greytown.
It is with great sadness that we learned
of the very sudden death of Sitole on 6
May 2011. Professor Wells said, “Our
thoughts and love go out to her mother,
her children and her relatives. Go well
Kishwepi.”

Web registration at DUT

This issue of the ConDUiT includes a trip down memory lane in
the Five Minute Interview and highlights the waves our staff and
students are making worldwide. Most notably is the ongoing
Siyazama Project, headed up by Graphic Design's Professor Kate
Wells. Story Vases are not your ordinary, everyday objets d'art.
Fashioned by five women from rural KZN, the vases encapsulate
the lives of these women and also highlight topical issues
including HIV/AIDS, unemployment and poverty.
The Five Minute Interview on page 3 with Pete Gopaulsingh from
City Campus has been a long-time coming. Pete has spent over
35 years at the University, and retired in February this year. While
putting together the commemorative publication “City Campus – A
centenary of higher education” Pete was a wealth of anecdotal
information and impressed us with his vast knowledge of the
campus and the university.
The Communications Department welcomes leads on any
potential stories. Some of these may appear on our website, in the
ConDUiT and many are issued as press releases. Please keep us
posted about anything that may be newsworthy – from alumni
excelling in their fields to community projects your department is
involved in.

The Durban University of Technology is
establishing a web registration system, which will
allow students to complete their registration
online. The system, which has already been
piloted with a selection of programmes at the
university, is expected to reduce the time spent
registering by one third.
We are embarking on a path which will allow our
students to take advantage of technological
innovations available at their fingertips.
Registration at universities around the country is
often seen as a particularly cumbersome and
tiresome task, for both students and staff. I
believe this technology will help students “beat
the queue” and will enable staff to handle
registration with greater ease.
In order to facilitate a smooth transition from
manual web registration to online, we are rolling
out this project over a number of years, and
expect it to be fully implemented by 2013.

Professor Ahmed C Bawa
Vice-Chancellor and Principal

Professor Ngwenya to serve as editorial associate of
Literary Studies Journal
Bhekani Dlamini
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Collaboration between various role players - from
the leadership of the SRC, to faculty officers and
academic staff - will all contribute to the
successful implementation of this venture.
Teamwork will be the cornerstone of this project.
Since taking up the helm of the University, I have
committed to improving the quality of student
experience. This is central to my vision of
developing a university that is student-centred. I
am confident that this online registration system
will contribute to this.
I would like to thank the students and staff who
have helped pioneer this system. Your efforts in
harnessing the technological innovations
available to us will set the tone for future
developments.
Best wishes,

Prof Thengani Ngwenya

Literary Scholar, Professor Thengani Ngwenya has been appointed
to serve as an Editorial Associate of the Journal of Literary Studies
from 2011 onwards. The Journal of Literary Studies, which is
published quarterly, is an accredited publication of international
standing.
Professor Ngwenya is the Director of the Centre of Learning and
Teaching (CELT) at the Durban University of Technology. His main
responsibility as the editorial associate of the Journal of Literary
Studies will be to peer-review an average of two articles annually in
the field of literary studies. He also has a choice to serve as Guest
Editor for special editions of the Journal.
Commenting on his scholarly appointment, he said: “This is a real
honour for me. I look forward to working with my peers on the
editorial board of the Journal of Literary Studies to promote the
quality of literary scholarship in this country.”
“We believe that your association with the journal will further
enhance its scholarly reputation,” said the Editor of the Journal of

Literary Studies, Professor Andries Walter Oliphant in a letter addressed to Professor Ngwenya.
Professor Ngwenya has previously served as a judge on the Alan Paton Sunday Times Literary
Competition in 2007 and 2010. He currently serves on the Editorial Board of Alternation, which is the
International Journal for the Study of Southern African Literature and Languages.

Representing organised labour on higher education SETA
DUT academic, Graham Myers, has been
appointed by Minister Blade Nzimande to
represent organised labour on the Higher
Education and Training Accounting
Authority Board from 1 April 2011 to 31
March 2016.
Myers is the National Treasurer of
National Tertiary Education Union (NTEU)
and senior lecturer in Taxation at DUT. He
attended the first meeting of the board on
10 May 2011, in Gauteng. He said they
discussed the constitution and finances of
the SETA which spends about R300

million a year on training for academics
and ABET. “I represent independent
unions of schools, further education and
training colleges and universities on this
SETA,” he added.
He serves as a chairperson of the
provisioning chamber, which is one of the
three chambers of the board. He also sits
on the higher education and FET
chamber of this board. “There is a lot of
work involved, most of which is on
research and I help with it. I hope to bring
back a lot of knowledge which I will put in

to the system and implement in academic
work,” he said. In 2009 Myers served on
the Finance Committee of the Higher
Education SETA.
“Thank you for agreeing to be part of this
very important endeavour in the
development of our country. I look forward
to your successful and constructive
participation as we take our country to
new levels with regards to skills
redevelopment and economic progress,”
said Minister Nzimande in a letter of
appointment addressed to Myers.

Graham Myers

Credo of African Engineering Practitioners
Karishma Ganpath
DUT is the first University in South Africa
to undertake the Credo of African
Engineering Practitioners. Civil
Engineering staff, students and members
of the South African Institution of Civil
Engineering (SAICE) and private
consultancies gathered at Sinodale
Centre in Pietermaritzburg on 14 April, to
pledge their commitment to upholding the
standards of the profession.
Midlands Civil Engineering HOD and
SAICE Vice President, Tom McKune said
the credo, which was put together by
SAICE president, Seetella Makhetha,
pledges to further develop society
through the professional practice of civil
engineering through honest enterprises,
integrity, fair dealing, tolerance and
respect. He said it is also an attempt to

deter practitioners from engaging in
corrupt activities by reinforcing the code
of ethics.
The initiative was supported by DUT's
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Ahmed Bawa
and the Faculty of Engineering and the
Built Environment's Executive Dean,
Professor Theo Andrew. Prof Bawa said:
“People depend on bridges, water and
sanitation systems and at the heart of
these structures is Civil Engineering.
There is no such thing as an easy
engineering job. There exists no room for
mistakes and it is therefore absolutely
crucial that we maintain the highest
possible standards.”
He advised students to be humble as
there is a vast amount of knowledge, skill
and experience that they need to gain in

the world of work. He said apprenticeship
provides students with invaluable
experience and nothing can replace the
apprenticeship model. However, students
and professionals have a responsibility to
bear in the service to society's
development and to the profession.
Pietermaritzburg SAICE Branch Chair,
Grant Kendal said the profession of Civil
Engineering is the greatest developers of
urban infrastructure. In addressing
graduates, he said: “You may not earn a
lot of money but you will change people's
lives by making roads, bridges, water
systems, places to stay and work. You
can go to bed and say: I made a
difference.”
Speaking on SAICE's 2011 anticorruption theme, Civil Engineering
lecturer Oliver Rowe said: “SAICE

intends on launching an anti-corruption
two-day training course for interested
parties, municipalities, contractors and
private consultancies. It will be open to
practitioners across the field of
engineering and is Continual
Professional Development (CPD)
accredited.”
The course was developed by Mckune
and Rowe, based on anti-corruption
training they attended in Tunisia in 2009.
It focuses on better understanding
corruption, the different forms and how it
can be prevented through strategic
invention by consultancies and
companies through business integrated
management systems.
For more information visit
www.saice.org.za or e-mail:
oliver@dut.ac.za or tom@dut.ac.za

I975 saw the assassination of King Faisal of Saudi Arabia,
Queen's Bohemian Rhapsody rocketed to number one and Old
Spice was a bestseller. 1975 also saw the invention of the first
laser printer, the popularization of the curly perm and shiny
fabrics. It was in this year that Revlon launched Charlie and
Pete Gopaulsingh joined the then Natal Technical College under
the helm of Allan Pittendrigh's progressive leadership.
At age 30, Pete had a spark to his smile and swing in his step.
He spent 13 years as a tradesman in industry, with carpentry
being his forte. Prior to taking up his trade in woodwork, Pete
completed his primary education at Miriam Bee Technical
School. After 35 years of service to DUT, he retired at age 65 on
28 February 2011.
Karishma Ganpath interviewed Pete before he embarked on
his retirement.
Pete, over the last 35 years who has been an inspiration in
your life?
Undoubtedly Reuben Nagoor, from the Faculty of Arts and
Design, has been an inspiration to me. He has been my
financial advisor, close friend and confidant. When I first came
to work at Natal Technical College, Reuben's father, Albert was
a friend of mine. Albert too, had spent 45 years in service to the
institution and Reuben has followed in his footsteps and is yet to
retire later this year.
What do you think has been the most progressive
development at the institution?
The introduction of computers. When I got here in 1975, the

Department of Secretarial Studies used manual and electrical
typewriters. I never in my wildest dreams, dreamt that there will
be computers. It is by far the greatest development.
What was your favourite meal from the City Campus
cafeteria?
I used to love chelsea buns with Coke or coffee from the
Student Club House, especially in winter.
Do you have a favourite place on the campus?
I have a close attachment to the library as my workshop was
based in its basement for 27 years. For the amount of time I
have spent at City Campus, I have become very attached to it
and it's my second home.
What career would you have preferred to be in?
I would have liked to be an electrician.
What are some of your proudest moments?
I was the first Indian maintenance employee to fit an air
conditioner and to do set construction for performances and
under my management, and as the selector of the Isipingo
District Football Association, the team won the 1970 AECI Cup.
What do you have in store for your retirement?
I intend spending more time with my grandchildren and going to
Mauritius with my wife.
Who are your favourite artists?
Cliff Richard and Elvis Presley.
What are your favourite pastimes?
Soccer and surf fishing.

Top scientist takes university Microwave technology
boosts anti-fungal drug study
reins
Bhekani Dlamini
Raylene Captain-Hasthibeer

The inauguration of Professor Ahmed C Bawa as Vice-Chancellor and Principal of the
Durban University of Technology marks a new chapter for the institution.
The formal ceremony, steeped in academic tradition was held on the Steve Biko
Campus. In the presence of his fellow vice-chancellors, staff, government officials,
students and university benefactors, Professor Bawa was officially installed by the
university council. Deputy Minister of Higher Education and Training, Professor
Hlengiwe Mkhize was among the high profile dignitaries invited.
Professor Bawa is a scientist of considerable international standing. He holds a PhD in
Theoretical Physics from the University of Durham in the United Kingdom. Until August
2010 he was a faculty member of the Department of Physics and Astronomy at Hunter
College and a member of the doctoral faculty at the Graduate Center, City University
of New York.
In his inaugural address, the new Vice-Chancellor charted the course the university
should assume especially in the area of technological higher education. This will no
doubt spark considerable debate in the university and beyond.
In the lead up to the inauguration, a series of seminars were held at the university's
Conference Centre. The University Planner, Len Rosenberg examined the historical
roots and cultural heritage of Curries Fountain and its precinct. Dr Mike Sutcliffe,
eThekwini Municipality City Manager explored the connection of tertiary education to
the culture, heritage and economy of the broader Curries Fountain urban complex.
Legal eagle, Professor Karthy Govender of the University of KwaZulu-Natal looked at
the status of social and economic rights in South Africa. In his input, Professor Bawa
discussed science, society and development. Another panel with Art for Humanity's
Jan Jordaan and Crispin Hemson, Director of the International Centre of Nonviolence
(ICON) discussed the status of academic, cultural and artistic freedom in South Africa.
Professor Bawa acknowledged the good wishes received from the wider community
and pledged himself to the task of leading the charge in making the university relevant
to society's demands.

Grad 2011 Scene and around
Dr Harold Strachan, political activist,
writer and artist was honoured with an
honorary doctorate
From left: Prof Sibusiso Moyo, Ela
Gandhi, Dr Kenneth Netshiombo, Dr
Harold Strachan, Prof Graham Stewart
and Prof Ahmed C Bawa
Nkosinathi Biko received the honorary
doctorate on behalf of his father, the late
Steve Biko.
From left: Prof Ahmed C Bawa, Ela
Gandhi, Prof Graham Stewart, Dr
Kenneth Netshiombo, Nkosinathi Biko,
and Dr Jairam Reddy

Yunus Sultan received the award on
behalf of the late ML Sultan.
From left: Prof Nomthandazo Gwele, Prof
Ahmed C Bawa, Yunus Sultan, Ela
Gandhi and Prof Fred Otieno

Thandekile Ngcobo from Nongoma in
northern KwaZulu-Natal graduated cum
laude at the Durban University of
Technology with her MTech Chemistry
degree in anti-fungal drugs using
microwave assisted technology. The
science and research fanatic is focused
on pursuing her doctoral degree in antifungal drugs specialising in anti-tumours.
Passionate about research, she said
analysis using the microwave technology
is exciting and would impact on people's
lives. “Microwave technology replaces
the traditional method as it saves time.
This method is used to reduce time taken
when using the traditional method of
heating on a stove or heating mantle.
Everything is compacted within a very
short time. Doing analysis for anti-fungal
drugs usually takes three days to
complete, but now it takes only three
minutes. Decomposition time is
minimized and the expected yield is
improved. I worked closely with a medical
professional to understand qualities of
the drugs produced during this process
which may heal or cure diseases,” she
said.
Ngcobo is keen on venturing into the
research and development sector,
particularly in the field of medicine and is
keen on research in the formation of
drugs that can boost the human immune
system. She completed her internship
with Metalica, a chemical company in
Durban, joined Luside International as a

Thandekile Ngcobo
laboratory technician and later worked as
a research assistant at DUT.
“My inspiration to achieve my goals
came from lecturers who encouraged me
to use alternative methods and to
visualise using science, nature and
chemicals in making a positive impact on
humankind. I currently teach Physical
Science at Vumandaba High School in
Umkomaas. I enjoy teaching school
children and making an impact on their
lives just as my lecturers impacted
positively on mine,” she said.

Left: Ncumisa Shabalala (BTech:
Public Relations), Mrs Thoko
Shabalala and Joseph
Shabalala.
Joseph is the father-in-law to
Ncumisa and the leader of
Grammy award winning
Ladysmith Black Mambazo

Left: Dr Gordon Murray also
received an Honorary Doctorate
at the University.
From left: Shakeel Ori, Dr
Gordon Murray and Kris Moodley

DUT
Journalism
leads in KZN,
says new Chair
Bhekani Dlamini

Mary Papayya
Senior journalist and current KZN Editor
of the Sowetan Bureau, Mary Papayya
has been appointed Chairperson of the
Advisory Board: Journalism at the Durban
University of Technology for the next two
years. Membership of this board, which
meets three times a year, is open to the
journalism fraternity. Papayya is the first
woman to be appointed Chair of the
Board. Mbali Dhlomo (Genuine
Magazine) is the Deputy Chair.
A DUT alumnus, Papayya has previously
served on a number of journalism
structures and is the current Deputy Chair
of the South African National Editors'
Forum (SANEF) in KwaZulu-Natal. She
has worked with other top journalists in
shaping the future and direction of
journalism both in industry and journalism
training in the province.
The Board aims to promote
communication between the training
institution, employers and members of the
media profession; to provide a forum for
the exchange of information and advice
with regard to: - curriculum, syllabi,
internship, professional society and
professional board activities.
Papayya is proud to announce that DUT
Journalism is the leading journalism
school in the Province and has been
providing quality education and training
for the past 30 years. “Key to the success
is the internship programme which guides
and prepares students as future
journalists for the print, online and
broadcast media in KZN and SA.”
Papayya adds that the Board is a
structure that focuses on new
developments within the DUT journalism
fraternity. It is a structure that is designed
to pursue excellence in journalism and to
ensure that DUT journalism and its
stakeholders maintain the edge when it
comes to the media space.
“The Journalism Advisory Board plays a
strategic role in enhancing the
professional working relationship between
DUT Journalism and various players in
the field of journalism. The Board has
been truly blessed through the years by
enjoying the expertise and experience of
high-calibre people who have and still
give off unselfishly. The input received
through regular meetings have been
invaluable in shaping the training of our
students within the parameters of a
university of technology. It is no secret
that graduates from DUT Journalism
enjoy high recognition and thereby
occupy senior positions in journalism,
both nationally and internationally,” said
Advocate Robin Sewlal, Associate
Director: Journalism

DUT Academic Receives
Vice-Chancellor's Teaching
Excellence Award

Prof Threethambal (Lina) Puckree, (Executive Dean: Health
Sciences), Prof Nomthandazo Gwele (Deputy Vice-Chancellor:
Academic), Anisa Vahed (award recipient), Prof Ahmed C Bawa
(Vice-Chancellor and Principal), Ela Gandhi (Chancellor) and
Greg Bass (Deputy Dean: Health Sciences)
Dental Technology lecturer, Anisa Vahed has scooped the
coveted 2010 Vice-Chancellor's Teaching Excellence Award for
distinguished teaching at DUT. She received the award at the
Health Sciences graduation ceremony at Steve Biko Campus
on 18 April.
She said: “I am honoured to be the first recipient of the award in
recognition of distinguished teaching within the university. It
was a challenging process but it is indeed humbling to be
recognised for my commitment to higher education and to my
students.”
On the subject of her accomplishments Vahed said: “Apart from
the academic support of respected colleagues including Health
Sciences Deputy Dean, Greg Bass; Dental Sciences HOD,
Grant Somers and Dental Sciences staff, I owe my life's
achievements to the blessings and guidance of my parents
Cassim Ebrahim and Hawa Bibi Vahed, my late grandfather,
Dawood Ebrahim Goolam Paruk and above all, my creator
through which all things are made possible.”

Cuppa for CANSA
Naledi Hlefane

From violence, hope
Work with student leaders from schools
and universities on their experience of
violence brings hope, not gloom. This is
the word from Crispin Hemson, Director of
the International Centre of Nonviolence
(ICON), which is based at DUT . As part
of the research work on nonviolence
within education, Crispin has been
working with different groups, here and at
the University of KwaZulu-Natal.
Hemson explained: “In December we ran
a three-day workshop with nine school
student leaders, and focused in particular
on the issues of gender. We worked
separately with boys and girls, and the
outcome was markedly increased
confidence by the girls. This led to much
more honest and direct communication on
the issues of violence and how gender
impacts on it.”
At the end of the workshop, the group
developed a statement that set out their
views on these issues. The statement
included the following clauses:
• Unemployment is the cause of insecure
citizens with no respect for others,
resulting in xenophobia and
discrimination.
• It is hard for some young people to have
self-acceptance given their backgrounds
and the ways they are living. Some of us
pretend to be rich when we are poor.

Communities and families need to
promote self-acceptance and
communicate that young people are
valued.
• We have a cultural value of respect, and
the way we do things should reflect the
respect we feel for others. Sometimes
this idea has been misused by older
people to justify abuse.
The research findings were presented at
a recent conference in Plymouth, in the
UK. Where does this work go now? ICON
is part of a group developing a
foundational programme at DUT, which
will include focus on nonviolence.
“What the work revealed is that young
South Africans have experienced very
high levels of violence, of all kinds, but
also that they do not give up hope. We
intend to bring into that programme what
we have learnt from the work with young
people,” said Hemson.
ICON has also launched a Facebook
group “Friends of International Centre of
Nonviolence”. The purpose of this group
is to enable young people in particular to
exchange their thoughts and experiences
related to their work for building a better
society, whether through individual
initiative or through societal action.
www.icon.org.za

Health MEC endorses HIV
testing at Candlelight Memorial
Karishma Ganpath

DUT's Executive Dean of Health
Sciences, Professor Lina Puckree
together with KZN Health MEC, Dr
Sibongiseni Dhlomo
Photographer: Morgen Kisten
In the run up to the local government
elections, KZN Health MEC, Dr
Sibongiseni Dhlomo, took some time off
campaigning to attend DUT's International
Candlelight Memorial. The annual event
was held at ML Sultan Campus's Cane
Growers Hall on 12 May and was
attended by the DUT community, NGOs
and members of the private and corporate
sector.
In his address, Dr Dhlomo emphasised
the need for students to know their HIV
status prior to embarking on a
relationship. He said a recent cohort study
Students at DUT’s
Hertine Court Residence
held a student
empowerment
programme on 14 May
2011. Doc Nhassengo,
Director of Student
Housing and Malusi
Nxumalo, Manager of
Student Governance
were guest speakers.

on 15-19 year-old boys at high schools
was conducted revealing that they were
HIV negative, however a study on girls of
the same age group revealed between
6% to 10% prevalence. At a recent visit to
the South Coast to set up a Health Clinic,
three schools were visited and found to
have a combined total of 87 pregnant
learners.
Dr Dhlomo raised concerns over who
was infecting these girls if the males of
the same age are HIV negative. He said:
“We have a bigger problem in society, we
need to put a stop to 40 year-old men
from sleeping with 14 year-olds. These
girls face the dilemma of choosing
between a condom and a cellular phone,
or a condom and airtime.”
He said women in abusive relationships
are more vulnerable to infection, many of
whom only discover they are HIV positive
upon their visit to the clinic when they fall
pregnant. They often find themselves
beaten and face death when they
confront their partners and ask them to
test for HIV.
Dr Dhlomo further stressed on the need
for male circumcisions and explained
how it can help reduce South Africa's
spread of other sexually transmitted
diseases and infection. He said
government is currently looking at
positive strategies which have yielded
dramatic results in India. However, it is
important for individuals to undergo
sustained testing and to live responsibly,
ensuring one does not infect others and
those uninfected remain HIV negative.

DUT staff and the Hertine Court Choir

Artists speak on
site-specific art
Naledi Hlefane

Photographer's name:
A.K. Jones.
Title of the artwork:
“MARGATE”
Medium:
Black and white
photograph
Date: 1925

As part of her research proposal for the Visual Arts Network of South Africa's (VANSA)
2010 reasons to live in a small town project, Bianca Baldi presented her final piece,
Natal Patria, at DUT's Art Gallery in March.
The objective of the project, funded by the National Lottery Distribution Trust Fund,
was to obtain research that creatively re-imagines the public spaces of small rural
towns and communities of South Africa. Artists were to explore the historical and
contemporary elements of the towns and incorporate the notion of the 2010 soccer
spectacle, discovering the position of sports and games from the perspective of
societies existing in the margins of the global event.
Baldi graduated at the University of Cape Town with a Bachelor's degree in Fine Art.
She's currently studying at the Staatliche Hochschule fur Bildende Kunste
Städelschule in Frankfurt.
Her research was based on the Margate area of KwaZulu Natal, where she revisited
the historical story of a sea monster, Trunko, which allegedly washed up on the
Margate beach in the 1920s. Through looking at archives and collaborating with the
local community Baldi was able to form the basis of her research. She said working on
this project led to an important revelation. “By going back in time I was able to learn of
the occurrences of different eras. I eventually found that art plays a huge role in
documenting history.”

Photographer's name:
Unknown
Title of the artwork:
“FACE OF BIANCA
BALDI”
Medium:
Black and white
photograph
Date:
2009

Global Shakespeare - a lecture by
Professor Pearce
Naledi Hlefane

William Shakespeare is an
internationally acclaimed writer and
poet in the English language whose
work has influenced theatre, film,
television and literature. He died in the
early 1600s, leaving behind a collection
of timeless classics.
Academics of the Faculty of Arts and
Design gathered at the DUT Art Gallery
in March for a lecture, titled Global
Shakespeare, by Professor Brian
Pearce of the Drama Department. In
his lecture, Prof Pearce discussed the
global impact of Shakespeare's work in
literature and theatre. He based his
work on reviews, critiques and the
productions of Shakespeare's plays,

making reference to his own
contributions in the field. He said,
“Shakespeare has a lot of social issues
in it; economics, psychology, politics
and race. Perhaps that is what makes
it so relevant even today.” He
discussed issues of sexism and race
noting that prior to the 1600s, every
play comprised of a white male cast.
He spoke of Ira Aldridge who made
history as the first black actor to play
Othello.
Prof Pearce has both acted in and
directed Shakespearean plays. He also
edited nine volumes of Shakespeare in
Southern Africa.

State of the Nation
Address sparks debate
Bhekani Dkamini
As part of the public debate on service
delivery in the lead up to the local
elections, DUT hosted a forum on
President Jacob Zuma's State of the
Nation Address at ML Sultan Campus'
Cane Growers Hall.
The unmediated forum was attended by
members of the private and corporate
sector, the DUT community, municipal
councilors and local chiefs.
In his address, DUT Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Ahmed C Bawa stressed the
importance of public participation and the
University's role in fostering debate on
local and international issues which affect
civil society and the business sector.
Professor Bawa said it was important to
interrogate the State of the Nation
Address and urged students to participate
in South Africa's democracy by registering
to vote.
Representing civil society and senior
citizens, Reverend Dr Khoza Mgojo said
that a greater focus was required in

studies at one of several South African
universities with expertise in occupational
and environmental health and respiratory
diseases.
The programme includes training in
proposal and grant writing, ethics in
research training, epidemiological and
biostatistical training. It also provides the
opportunity to engage with national and
international experts in the field of
occupational and environmental health.
Kistnasamy will attend a four month
training programme at the University of
Michigan, in the latter part of 2012. “I am
very humbled but also grateful for the
privilege. This scholarship and
specifically the training programme in
Michigan is a wonderful opportunity for
not only me, but for capacity
development generally and in my
profession,” she said.

Qadi developmental project
Naledi Hlefane
The month of March saw the official
launch of a partnership between the
Durban University of Technology and the
community of Qadi, Inanda. DUT's ViceChancellor and Principal, Professor
Ahmed C Bawa signed a memorandum of
understanding with Chief Ngcobo,
agreeing to establish a developmental
project.
Dr Paul Mokoena, Senior Lecturer in the
Department of Biotechnology was
especially excited as the project is his
brainchild and he has been influential in
the collaboration. He said the project
originated from his desire to conduct
research involving partnerships with
communities and aims to improve
indigenous knowledge and technology in
the area in order to solve pressing issues
of poverty and unemployment.
“We explore health benefits of traditional
foods and benefits and how lesser known
beneficial traditional foods can be
developed and marketed, thus bringing
income to rural producers. We will work
closely with traditional health practitioners
to explore the development and
commercialisation of some of their
remedies,” said Dr Mokoena. Adding to

Panarotti's Restaurant and DUT hosted a children's day at the Liberty Midlands Mall
earlier this year. The underprivileged children were provided with pizzas and were
entertained by members of the SRC from the Midlands campus.

education and job creation. He said the
statistics on the number of people unable
to pursue academic interests and find
employment were indeed distressing.
Mgojo urged youth to confront issues that
affect them while highlighting the problem
of crime and rape as a socio-economic
issue.
He advised youth to exercise their
democratic right, but asked them to
refrain from destroying public property
during elections. He further called on
government to act on the poor
performance of public servants.
In response to concerns on the high rate
of unemployment, Justice Minister, Jeff
Hadebe said President Zuma had singled
out job creation as a priority in his
address. He said the manufacturing
industry has received a considerable
refocus and over R9 billion has been
earmarked for job creation over the next
three years to boost the socio-economic
status of the country.

First KZN Millennium Promise
Scholarship
Durban academic and environmentalist,
Joy Kistnasamy has been awarded a
three year scholarship with the United
States Fogarty International Center's
Millennium Promise Programme. She is
the only KwaZulu-Natal recipient out of
nine Southern African Development
Community (SADC) doctoral fellows to
receive the grant and will leave for the US
in July 2012.
Kistnasamy is an Environmental Health
lecturer with the Department of
Community Health Studies. Her doctoral
research focal point is occupational and
environmental health.
The Millennium grant is focused on
occupational and environmentally-related
lung diseases. She said the scholarship
provides support to researchers from
Mozambique, South Africa, Tanzania,
Zambia and Zimbabwe to pursue doctoral

SRC – entertaining and inspiring young
minds

the latter, he said the initiative will play a
pivotal role in preserving indigenous
knowledge and ensuring it is conveyed to
younger generations.
The project began two years ago with Dr
Mokoena, Professor Nceba Gqaleni,
lecturer in the Biotechnology department
at the University of KwaZulu-Natal
(UKZN) and Nonhlanhla Ngcobo, a DUT
Biotechnology MTech student.
Ngcobo said she was keen to partner
with Dr Mokoena as she was curious to
discover how rural communities prepare
food and whether their cooking methods
have special health benefits. She said, “I
explored the characteristics of traditional
mahewu in a fermented state and found
that the nutritional value increased. I also
found that S Aureus, a bacterium which
causes infections was killed, and I found
that there were probiotics which prevent
constipation and diarrhoea.”
Further research will be done by three
BTech students who will work on
umqombothi (traditional beer), traditional
remedies for acne and the production of
yoghurt from fresh milk.

Leeds Metropolitan University students
visit DUT
Naledi Hlefane

Dr Lavern Samuels, Fathima Dewan, Ela Gandhi and Gregg Bass along with the
visiting international students from Leeds Metropolitan University.
DUT's International Education and Partnerships Office and the Faculty of Health
Sciences took pleasure in welcoming eight Youth Work and Community Development
exchange students from Leeds Metropolitan University in March 2011. During their
ten-week visit, the students aimed to explore the rich and diverse culture in South
Africa while simultaneously gaining practical experience through interacting with local
communities and organisations.
Two of the students were placed at the Gandhi Development Trust (GDT) where they
worked closely with Chancellor Ela Gandhi, GDT Founder while the remaining six
worked with DUT's Child and Youth Development Department, under the supervision
of the programme co-ordinator, Fathima Dewan.

“One person, one device”
Hafsa Mkhize and Sineh Mgwaba
World Telecommunication and
Information Society Day (WTISD) took
place on 17 May on Ritson Campus.
Many communication brands and
spokespersons were present including
Vodacom, Telkom and Cell C.
Chairperson of the university's journalism
advisory board, Mary Papayya was the
programme director and Minister of
Communications, Roy Padayachee was
the keynote speaker. Padayachee
encouraged public and private sectors to
work together as a team. He said “We
recently went to Empendle, Ndwedwe,
and kwaNongoma where we located
computers and helped those in need.”
The event concentrated on
communication, societies and creating a
better South Africa. WTISD highlights the
theme “Better life in rural communities
with ICTs (Information and
Communications Technologies)”, which
was adopted by the ITU Council
(International Telecommunications Union)

in 2009 and follows up on the theme for
2010: “Better city, better life with ICTs.”
ICTs are increasingly in demand to meet
the Millennium Development Goals. In
the rural context, they provide enhanced
opportunities to generate income and
combat poverty, hunger, ill health and
illiteracy.
DUT's Vice-Chancellor, Professor Ahmed
C Bawa, spoke about the broad-based
use of telecommunications to improve
the lives of all societies, massive
increase and availability of bandwidth
and how we could utilise it to improve the
demands of life. He said: “We are
currently fighting the digital war. How do
we engage in it so as to improve the
development of society at large, we have
to imagine what kind of future we want
and how we can deploy technology to
achieve that exact future, it will not just
happen, we have to make it happen. One
person, one device.”

On the road to stardom

Gandhi, gone but not
forgotten
Naledi Hlefane
“I object to violence because when it appears to do good, the good is only temporary;
the evil it does is permanent.” These are the words by Mahatma Gandhi, one of the
world's most influential activists whose teachings have inspired passive resistance
across the globe. As a tribute to Gandhi and his contribution to South Africa's
democracy and India's struggle for independence, he was honoured at the Third
Mahatma Gandhi Media Lecture, at DUT's City Campus on 17 February.
The Journalism programme initiative has grown since its inception in 2009 and has
hosted critical thinkers across different fields. This year's lecture was headed by Vasu
Gounden, Executive Director of the African Centre for the Constructive Resolution of
Disputes (ACCORD). As a conflict resolution mediator, trainer and researcher,
Gounden shares similar sentiments to that of Gandhi's passive resistance philosophy.
Speaking on protests against state rule in Africa, Gounden attributed the rise in public
demonstrations and mass violent activism, to political oppression and social inequality.
He said it would be ideal for every state to have all citizens play a role either in civil
society, the public or private sectors. First-world countries are closer to achieving this,
however, African countries only have a portion of public participation due to socioeconomic issues arising from illiteracy, poverty and lack of skills.
Gounden said 70% of South Africans are not part of the current percentage that
makes an active contribution to South Africa's economy. He explained that this fuels
social inequality and in order to rectify the unbalanced scale, the skilled must make
strides to empower the unemployed and unskilled.

'Researching Durban’

Naledi Hlefane
As the son of celebrated director, writer and actor, Bheki Mkhwane, Menzi aspired to
be a world-renowned actor from a young age. An alumnus of the Durban University of
Technology, his big break came when he was selected to work on the theatrical
performance of Twist, a musical adaptation of the Charles Dicken's classic, Oliver
Twist. The international TheatreGroep Siberia production took to stages across
Rotterdam from last October to February, this year. On his return to South Africa, a
euphoric Mkhwane described his experience as wholesome and nothing short of his
expectations.
He said TheatreGroep Siberia annually recruits four drama professionals to
participate in a Dutch play directed by Yolanda Van der Spoor, through an exchange
project. The four-month experience included a tour of Holland, performing for various
audiences, working with actors of different calibres and required adapting to a foreign
location and language.
Van der Spoor spent July and August in search of potential candidates for the roles.
After finding two candidates, the search was on for the remaining two. Twenty one
potential performers were preselected and later narrowed down to the top two,
Mkhwane and Shaun de Klerk.
At the time, Mkhwane had just completed his diploma and auditioned for the play
among acclaimed professionals. He said he did not feel inferior despite having little
experience and was honoured to work with performers who possessed humility.
Upon arrival in The Netherlands, the actors embarked on an intense six week
rehearsal programme in preparation for 28 shows. Mkhwane juggled two roles - as
pickpocket, Lloyd and as Iyabo, the illegal immigrant who worked as a grave-digger.
He said: “The highlight of my experience came from performing for children. They are
the best audience as their joy is genuine, so to see them go crazy like they did was
humbling. After generous applause from the audience, we held feedback sessions.
Although there were moments of homesickness and language barriers (most of the
play was in Dutch except for the roles played by South African actors) I valued my
experience as it has reshaped my thinking and improved my acting skills.”

Outstanding Chemical Engineering
students celebrated
Naledi Hlefane
DUT's Department of Chemical Engineering held an awards ceremony for students
who have attained outstanding results in their subjects earlier this year. The Executive
Dean, Professor Theo Andrew said the students' results were truly commendable as
the course is very challenging. Charles Kruger, Factory Manager of Illovo Sugar, was
the guest speaker. He congratulated the students on their hard work, the lecturers for
availing themselves at all times and finally, the parents for supporting their children.
The highest achiever was Klariska Govindsamy who received a silver medal award,
for the best BTech student at DUT in 2009, from the South African Institute of
Chemical Engineering (SAIChE). She also received an award from the Institute of
Professional Engineering Technologists (IPET) for outstanding academic
achievement. Other high achievers included BTech student Nastasia Ramsamy with
seven distinctions, Gift Ramotsepe with five and Hlengiwe Ngcobo and Tegan Van Zyl
attaining three distinctions each.

(From left) Nisha Ramlutchman, Fazel Khan, Zwakele Ngubane, Nirma MadhooChipps and Dr Mikhail Peppas (Ubuntu bike forms part of the book content on 53)
eThekwini Municipality is set to
strengthen collaboration with institutions
of higher learning in Durban after an
agreement was recently signed between
the city and three universities, says Eric
Apelgren, Head of International and
Government Relations at eThekwini
Municipality.
Apelgren, who was a keynote speaker at
the launch of the book 'Researching
Durban', hopes that the contents of the
book would make an input into the
agreement. The book was launched on 30
March 2011. Prof Sibusiso Moyo, Acting
Director of Research Management and
Development, welcomed guests and later
presented certificates to editors, authors
and contributors of the book. Fazel Khan,
one of the editors, was highly
commended for passionately driving the
book project. Ms Nisha Ramlutchman is
also an editor.
Dr Rishi Balkaran, acting Executive Dean
of the Faculty of Management Sciences,
commented that he was impressed with
the multidisciplinary mix in research for
this book. He added that multidisciplinary
research activities, on which the recent
Vice-Chancellor's inaugural speech

focused, must be encouraged.
The book, (Re)searching Durban, apart
from being an interaction between
university academics and the city we call
home, also contributes to the general
knowledge of Durban and South Africa as
a whole. The authors have tried to take
an approach that can reshape academic
discourse and the social sciences, in part
through collaborations between
community organisations, students and
professional scholars.
To strengthen the collaboration with
academia, the Municipality, through MILE
(Municipal Institute of Learning), signed a
pledge with the University of KwaZuluNatal (UKZN), Durban University of
Technology (DUT) and Mangosuthu
University of Technology (MUT).
The agreement was signed as part of the
eThekwini Municipality's plan to position
itself as a 'learning city' with the launch of
MILE. This new initiative, a first in the
history of local government on the
continent, aims to enhance the capacity
and knowledge of local government
practitioners in Africa in order to be
effective in the delivery of core
competencies.

Capoeira, the latest trend, is
officially at DUT

ABE BAILEY OVERSEAS TRAVEL BURSARY
Naledi Hlefane

The world is constantly drawn to fitness
programmes and practices promising a
peaceful lifestyle. Many have followed
practices such as martial arts and yoga,
in the faith that the flips, twists and
stretches involved in these would breed
excellent health.
Capoeira is the latest trend. Sometimes
referred to as a sport, this practice
combines martial arts, acrobatics, dance,
music and the roda, a game where
capoeiristas form a circle, play music and
sing while taking turns to 'play' against
each other.
DUT’s Sports Centre has launched
Capoeira as a recreational sport. Cristina
Giampietri, DUT Architecture lecturer and
Capoeira programme organiser,
confirmed classes kicked off in February
and are held at the Fred Crookes Sports
Hall on Wednesday and Saturday
afternoons.
Giampietri discovered the art five years
ago at UKZN, then the sole Capoeira
centre in Durban. There she met and
partnered with Mark Hardie, DUT Graphic
Design student, in the establishment of
Capoeira Angola at DUT in 2010.
Capoeirista and Permaculturist, Charlie

Cape Town - London - Oxford - Cambridge - Edinburgh - Cape Town
AIM
Leadership Development Towards Nation Building
ELIGIBILITY
Senior students/junior members of staff (third year and above)
Age 25 or less
Must be a South African national
Demonstrates all round leadership qualities
Applicants must have a strong academic record and a proven record of
community participation/public service ethic.
23 November 2011 - 17 December 2011
Further information may be obtained from:
Dr Lavern Samuels (Director: International Education & Partnership)
Email address: samuelsl@dut.ac.za
Telephone no: 031-3735422/5474

Catching him out! Mark Hardie tests
Lethu Buthelezi's ability to react quickly
to an opponent's action.
Mitchell, a regular weekend instructor,
has been integral to this process.
She said, “Our focus is on a form of
Capoeira generally considered to be
more traditional. When members play the
roda it's intimate, engaging and filled with
trickery and humour. We have physical
training sessions; we learn songs, play
instruments and have philosophical
discussions as well.”

International Students Welcome
Programme
The IEP Department held the “International Students Welcome Programme” on 4
March 2011. The purpose of this programme was to welcome and integrate new
international students to the DUT Community.
During the programme, Senior Management of the University were introduced to the
students. The students also had an opportunity to interact with other international
students from different countries.

The DUT Choir sang and entertained the international students, welcoming them to
the University. As part of the programme, the international students also went on a City
Raylene Captain-Hasthibeer tour. They visited the Pavilion and Gateway Shopping centers, Moses Mabhida
stadium, Ushaka Marine World and Durban’s beachfront.
ordination, media liaison and event
media distribution, among other areas.
Mohamed Shaw Munnir, the liaison
between INDABA service providers and
the University remarked that DUT has
had a long-standing relationship with the
tourism event: “DUT has been involved
with INDABA since Durban first hosted it.
130 full-time Tourism students deployed
at Nkosi Albert Luthuli ICC, the Durban
Exhibition Centre and the King Shaka
International Airport worked at INDABA
this year. A few students are permanently
working at the companies which organise
or participate in this show and many
others have been afforded better
opportunities arising from their
involvement in the TOURISM INDABA."
TOURISM INDABA is the third biggest
travel show in the world after ITB Berlin
and World Travel Market (WTM) London
and largest in the southern hemisphere.
For the last couple of years INDABA is
recognised as one of the best travel
shows in the world.
Shane (number 51) speeding across the finish line

INDABA 2011
The city of Durban hosted over 13 000
delegates at TOURISM INDABA 2011 in
May. The event, billed as the third largest
tourism event worldwide, sees the tourism
sector converging on Durban's ICC and
the Exhibition Centre. The A-Z in the
travel and tourism world - from tour
operators, to international and domestic
carriers, from travel agencies to event
organisers, all sectors of
accommodation, tourism marketing
agencies and tourism media nationally
and internationally are attracted to the
four day event where Southern Africa's
best tourism products are given center
stage.
The Durban University of Technology's
150 students from Tourism and Hospitality
Management were integral in all arenas of
the mega travel show. The mostly 2nd
and 3rd year diploma students, as well as
BTech students are involved in every
primary activity at the INDABA, including
visitor pre-registration, exhibitor liaison,
visitor information, programmes co-

Pictured are members of the DUT
Student Alpine Football Club that
participated in the Isolezwe
Corporate Cup Fixtures on 14 May
2011.

Follow us on Twitter!
Follow DUTlink on Twitter for university news ranging
from registration to events.
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