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Final countdown

>> PMB resident, Sinethembe Ngubane in the running for the Gagasi FM

on-air presenter job

NQOBILE MTOLO
>>nqobile@pmbfever.co.za

EN Snethemba Ngubane
from Manor auditioned for
Gagasi FM’s Topstars Real-

ity Show at the Edendale Mall in Sep-
tember, she never thought that she
would reach the final stages of the
competition.

Ngubane is going head-to-head
with two other contestants who are
allvying to be Gagasi FM’s on-air pre-
senter.

Thewinnerwillgeta one-year con-
tract with Gagasi FM, anew laptop, a
smartphone and a shopping voucher.

Armed with a journalism qualifi-
cation from the Durban University of
Technology (DUT) and a flare for ra-
dio, Ngubane is ready for the chal-
lenge.

“I am happy and humbled by the
experience. Atthis stage the competi-
tion is really tough as the other two
girls are equally talented. During the

week, we take turns tobein the studio
and get a bit of training,” said Ngu-
bane.

“My family has been very support-
iveand Ithank everyone whohas vot-
ed for me since day one,” said Ngu-
bane.

While a third-year student at DUT,
Ngubane was chosen to be chairper-
son for the campus radio station.

“I love radio because there is an
amazing rapport that exists between
the presenter and the audience. With
radio, it doesn’t matter where you
come from or what you look like, as
long asyou can connect with your au-
dience,” she said.

Auditions for the competition took
placein Vryheid, Ladysmith, Empan-
geni, Port Shepstone, Pietermaritz-
burg and Durban.

Gagasi FM’s programmes manag-
er Vukile Zondi said thatthe Topstars
initiative gave the station the oppor-
tunity to interact with its listeners.

“Thefactthatwe willbe empower-

ingyouth throughskillstransferinthe
process of being part of this excellent
initiative makesus very excited about
being part of Topstars reality radio
show,” said Zondi.

The engines behind the competi-
tionare the KZN Office of the Premier,
Gagasi FM and RedGrape Media and
Events Production.

Managing director of RedGrape
Media and Events Protus Ndaleni
said that since Topstars started in
2009, the competition hasdiscovered
raw talent in the province.

“This event illustrates very effec-
tively that anyone from virtually any-
where and from any background can
achieve their dreams,” said Ndaleni.

Ngubane will be on air on Novem-
ber 9, 12 and 15, from midnight to
4 am.

To vote for Ngubane SMS “TOP-
STAR 12” to 33119. Closing date for
voting is on November 15.

The winner will be announced at
a black-tie event on November 17.
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Sinethembe Ngubane is a finalist in Gagasi FM’s Topstar competition, to-
gether with two other contestants, to be Gagasi FM’s on air-presenter.
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