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IN the week that talented mountain
biker Burry Stander was laid to rest,
a young Pietermaritzburg film-
maker has captured the magic of the
sport in his film Gravity, which has
its premiere at the Cycle Fest at Cas-
cades this weekend.

There will also be public screen-
ings of Jared Hinde’s film — which
features riding by Greg Minnaar,
Tiaan Odendaal, Tim Bentley and
Travis Walker — at Coffeeberry Cafe
at 3 pm today and 2.30 pm tomor-
TOW.

Since completing his film, Hinde,
who finished his B.Tech in video
technology at the Durban University
of Technology (DUT) last year, has
seen interest in Gravity skyrocket.

“Since completion, the Gravity
preview featuring Greg Minnaar has
received over 45 000 hits on Youtube
and Gravity has gone on to receive
awards from DUT for best camera,
innovation and best B.Tech produc-
tion,” said Hinde, who lives in Scotts-
ville.
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‘Gravity’ director Jared Hinde
setting up the cable cam
harness ready for filming.
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Tiaan Odendaal on the Fern Cliff
downhill trail.

“Gravity is a cinematic adventure
sports programme that aims to put
the audience in the pedals of experi-
enced mountain bikers,” he said of
his film. “It will show you what it
takes to beat the force, and the rush
that can be experienced in doing so.”

Asked how he came to make the
film, Hinde said that, in between
making dramas and documentaries
for his course, he realised he had a
passion for making adventure films.

“Growing up as a kid I enjoyed ex-
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treme sports ... and living in Pieter-
maritzburgthereis alot of mountain
biking action around. That and go-
ing to the World Cup and seeing peo-
ple like Greg Minnaar in action
helped steer me towards this,” he
said.

Making a mountain bike film isnot
withoutits challenges, however. “We
were shooting outdoors and in the
mountains, so youneed to have a dif-
ferent approach. And in terms of the
equipment you use, you have to be
more selective because you have to
carry it up the mountain. It has to
be light but also versatile,” he said.
“The action in mountain biking is al-
so really fast and to get a good shot
you need to do a couple of takes ...”

In addition to the action shots,
Hinde shot scenes of bike building at
the Moorewood Bike factory in Mar-
itzburg, and showed the intensive
training that riders have to doinand
out of the gym.

¢ For more details, log on to www.fa-
cebook.com/gravitydhmovie
* arts@witness.co.za



